Evasive action

C'mon, bring it.
30 eager to die?
Mope, eager o see you fail.
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Necessary sacrifices

HAH! Gonna have to do better than THAT!
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Battle for ownership

Yol YOU DESTROYED Yeah, except that's MY STAND STILL, DAMHNIT!

A PIECE OF THE SUIT! suit youre talking ahoutt

There's still my full
suit sitting in the bar.

NOOOCOOOO000000!!!

+husam+
_ bwame W,

Don't blink

Ok, enough wasting missiles... R A hwame e *hope

Aw CRAP! | think | blinked! Rt

S — PR Vo, it you look away for ERSLE YES! VICTORY IS MINE! and
— even a SECOND, you ) unless you've got a miracle up your

shwams & COMPLETELY lose track * - ass, then it's time to say goodnight.
= of which Samus is which! BRI THERE CAN ONLY BE OME, BITCH!
deage THET sumpe+
“biwam+
+hop+
hame

Out of miracles

And OOHHHHH, I'm sorry... hut your Ahh... the svreet sound of victory... which is Wait a minute... something's wrong.

time for a miracle to kick in has run oddly reminiscent of shattering glass. In this something happened... not good... ¢c'mon,

out. Hope you enjoyed that the last case... it's shattering SAMUS! AAAHAHAHA!! think Kraid think... let's see... Samii

few moments of your life was fighting... good... lots of jumping...

seeing... well... Kraid over there. ’ good... half of the frozen skull of one of
YES! Wait... the Samii houncing towards me... “click”

OH MY GOD! OME OF THE SAMII KILLED
THE OTHER! Who could have thought such a
horrible tum of events vwould have come from
two Samii fighting?!? OH GOD! WHERE'S
METROID-THINGY WHEHN ¥YOU HEED HER?!?

. rJlr__ &
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Kinda busy at the moment

SERIOUSLY! Where in the HELL could she have WHAT THE HELL IS GOING OH?I? \WILL NOOME Meanwhile...

disappeared to at a time like this?1? RIGHT STOP THIS INSANITY?!? METROID-THINGY, GET Man, | 50 needed to reinstall my operating

when you friggin’ need her the most, too! YOUR BLADEY-ARMED ASS DOVWN HERE!! | system. Now if onhy | can get Fedora Core
WANT TWO SAMIE | think I'm going into shock! Hto stop acting funky. It's taken me friggin’
It almost feels like my voice is tightening up! forever to get those stupid fonts to work.

Eeehehehehehe... . Ehehehe... squishy, squishy.

r
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Absolutely nothing

Elsewhere... Elsewhere still...
Aaaaaand THERE. Got the font conversion

complete, and everything is good to go. Didn't

take THAT long either. Safe bet that nothing of I'm the only Saaaamus, I'm the only

conseguence happened during the reinstall. Saaaaarmus, hmm hmm himhmm
hmmmmhmm. Me, me, me, YAAAAY!

Hmm... if | eat this Samus-slush, Yep... aaaaabsolutely nothing of
then I'd permanenthy have a little consequence should have happened.
piece of Samus INSIDE of me...

Nothing to see here

And now I'm going to run in the opposite direction,
Wait a minute... | forgot to check if ... err... Whew... good thing | remembered. If the and pretend that the last several minutes never
Samus... me... dropped anything! K'd kinda \rariuu;.smashin ating of frozen en.emies existed. Nope... | didn't drop AARAANY items. |
suck if | went through that battle, but is anything like... well... me, | should still Well, looks like everything is checked, and saw nothing. CERTAINLY nothing
completely ignored any powerups or... be frozen little E.hunkl.;ts l];l the ground still frozen, so | can just wai... that would cause me to curl into a ball and sob
whatever the hell it is that I'd drop if | died. 4 . guiethy for hours. Mope... nothing here at all...
ZEZZETETZ...
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A beautiful day for a walk

0k... ok. Okokok. Gotta get my
mind on something else, gotta
get my mind on something else!

To the victor goes nothing

Yoice, voice, VOICE, voice, suit, suit,
SUIT, suit, voice, suit, VOICE, suit, |
CAN HEAR MY YOICE AND IT'S SAYING
TO GO TO MY SUIT, SUIT, SUIT, SUIT...

Alrighty then,
you do that.
wx

CRAP! What takes my mind off stuff! Ywhat
else dollike to.... KILL! Of course! Quick,
quick... need something to kill! Heed some...

And as an added honus, | get a quick pick-me-
up of missiles! it's win-win. 1Kill stuff... and
get stuff. Ahh, sweet minion item-drops. How
did anyone ever not go insane without you?

| Hey man... sup? What the hell was with that velling
{ that | heard from like... forever away from here?

Yyyweah, you probably don't want to hang out
around here atthe moment. 1think something's
wrong with Samus at the moment... again.

_f- '
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e e e

Doo de doo de doo... nice day out today. Well...
not that | can see the sky from here. Ahhhh,
yeah... | crack me up. Good times, good times.

And now... I require hooze. Lots and lots

of hooze. And a Samus suit. Lots and lots
of... suit... yeah. Doo de doo... talking to
myself keeps my mind busy... yep, yep, yep.

Several minutes later
LA LA LA LA, ALL | CAN HEAR IS MY OVWHN
VOICE IN MY HEAD, JUST MINE, MINE, MINE,
MINE, MY OVWN VOICE IS WHAT | HEAR, LA
LA LA LA LA VOICE, VOICE, VOICE, YOICE...
Do | even WANT to know?
j. ',
St Y
] ) T

Sweet, sweet suit, how I've missed thee.
Ridley! Booze! | was the victor, and to
the victor bhelongs that last gulp of spoils.

%0 who won the bhattle?
Which Samus ARE you?

I'm the REAL one, of course.
..0h, THAT helps.

F R Em

839-841

But ammvay, | already drank that booze.
You WHAT?1?

Hey, it's MY bhar, and | also get thirsty! You two

were taking too damn long, and | got thirsty... so

deal with it if you ever want to come here again.
0K, ok, you win. But... how...

If you can find me
more supplies, | can
!I!I'I!ITI!I'I!I!I get you more booze.




In search of booze

Minutes later
Craaaap... that's a long list.

The more important stuff is at the top.
Worry about those first, then the latter
Stulf if you come across it on the way.

WHAT?!? Where the hell am | supposed to
find you hooze-making supplies?1? YOU
were the one that found "em in the first place!

Yeah, but last | heard, my original fields hawve
heen burned to the ground. Go find me more.

And last | heard, it was still frozen-white-crap

season out, so your OLD fields are still out.

In fact... NOTHING will be growing out there!
Thus making ywour search a lot harder,
s0 get cracking if you want hooze.

Won't be a problem

Hell, the SECOND | get my suit back, I'm |
off on a wild goose chase to get hack to
what | enjoy... hooze. Where the hell is
Kraid when you need him. He could
probahbly SMELL the ingredients needed!

suppress. Nope, still didn't see amthing
here. Juuuust jumping over a big rock...

0Oh cripes... is he STILL here?!? Man, he's gotta
learn to let stuff go sometime. Pfit... pansy.

r |l
=8 e f = f =i =

Well... with mw luck, he'll show up the second |
don't want him near me, so | might as well start
off and wait for that to happen. Although, if Ridley
can't get food faster, he'll make less money... and
a pissed off bartender is never good. Hope he can
come up with a way to jack up his food supphy.

Further ahead still

Hohy god, | never realized | had to pass
a gauntlet of idiocy to leave the bar.

OH MOTHER OF GOD, KILL US!

842-844

Yeah, but could you actually try
out the slide first? | wanna check
out some new features on it.

Sweet, sure. | haven't even gotten
a chance to try it out at all yet.

Meanwhile, hack at Kraid

*snort* Zuh... musta... fallen asleep. In Samus.
Hehehehe. Mmm... passing out with a mouthful
of Samus. If 1 had ever wanted to pass out... THIS
would be my first choice. But... | guess | should
head back to the bar and see what"s happening...
AFTER seeing if there's more Samus to eat.
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Long-time listener

Moments later = Of COURSE I'm not going down that slide!
Tl Hey Ridley... what's happ... Tl I've been on the ceiling for the past forever

Awew... all the rest of Samus soaked into the - . i i it.
&h well... with a belly full of Samus, I hate your stupid long-named friend, | s and heard evensthing you've said about it

ground. And as tempted as | am to start eating | think that needs a healthy mixture ! He refuses to go down the slide. ! | was joKing! Trust me!

the dirt between the ground bricks... | at least > -
got to eat a good chunk of Samus already. of alcohol to top it off. TO RIDLEY'S! | also saw you get crikey’'d a new one.
.| REALLY hate you.
[
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So wait... you've been on the ceiling for like... Wait, what? Mo booze? Like... at all? ..D0 | even WANT to know? Wait, no... no | 20 minutes later...
the entire battle and everything? What the hell i Nope-... Metroidthingy McHateeveryone ] don't. And | don't like the fact that I'm having || Hey man... came to see hl_Jw you're... why
hawve you heen doing up there that whole time? decided tolock up my booze supply. Samus to ask myself that more and more often latehy. |8 are you hitting the door with your head?

Being hored out of my mind, and finding ] is out hunting for ingredients as we speak. | wWell, it doesn't matter. | want booze, il Ugh. My hands started to hurt after about g
out there's nothing to drink here any more. Aw MAN! But booze to go with % and | aim to get into that booze room, & 10 minutes. But | think it's starting to give!

my stormach full of Samus! Ny H Ho man... you're just

. £ . R L - tenderizing your skull.

Show's over

Another 10 minutes later j But... looks like he's

| think that was the greatest slowing down. Thanks b ) | |
10 minutes of my entire life. L for the show, Kraid. . L —_— B Could | get a little help guys? Focusing my

I_f esp'rte him being my | Yep, I'm hading ) : = : vision is extremely painful, and | don't think
o friend, I'm inclined to agree. [ ! hack to the bar. | . = =9 | can control my legs properly any more.

Oh god... 1 hurt so bad. |
think | can see past colour. s
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Worse than a hangover

E E r

L= = = 0Oh GOD! Opening them again just
Oh god! Kt hurts to have rmy eyes Rening gam]

Oh god... it hurts to Keep my eyes made it hurt 10 times as had!

i ; ! \ i
open. It feels like they're going | g closed: It feels like my eyelids | " KEEPING them open hurts worse

are crushing against halls! :
to pop clean out of their sockets. I g against my eve | 8 than | ever thought possible!

Making a game of it

Meanwhile... Well, at the bare minimum, at least | found a way

YOUWU! Do you know where | might find some N _ N N
P . to entertain myself while searching for this stuff.
Crap, crap, crap. Gotta find booze supplies, harley, hops, grain, wheat, e, or any other i
p P " D €y, 0P, § o HEY YOUW! You know of any fields kicking around?

gotta find booze supplies... and | haven't manner of that type of plant around here?
even found the SLIGHTEST hint of any in Why do | get the feeling that not having
hlue-groundy area. Hopefully this area . . a clue what you're talking about will
will cough up better results than "none™, - P end up being more bad than good?

In that case...
sure, why not?

= —r—=—_ =0 i el =i
S W [t"d better be. I'm tempted to [l o

E r ]
of path are you taking me down? il shsolutely no clue what 'm actually [ asgaleslils o)
F| trying to find. And slow down, | can
. i h hop so fast, you wriggling freak. ﬂ:. = .
- r 0 Ik '. N just - - -
; - ; i il (il Oh sure, | know what you want. Now just gl &l Aahahaha! So long, sucker! Have fun 2§
DE“:IIlIt worry, | mhsure i T [ head upwards and it's not much further. ' finding me ever again! Teach you to o Ir-
we'll soon reach your... p——
what's it called again... = = =i - threatn me urth p hIf-hnur.
a “fee-a

off to? Do | go up or straight here? Hello?
[l o =l [ - -
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Distracted

Meanwhile...

greerrr®

Eternal nightmare

Hours later... | =l i i
Ll e e [ e

MAN, | can't even imagine how lost | am
in this godawful maze. And that damn
sidehopper is probabby still laughing at

Pogged

Meanwhile...

Ugh. Well... I've managed to roll onto
my back, and onhy passed out twice
from the pain. Things are looking up.

288
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Guess what | spent an hour catching
repeatedhy, you evasive sack of shit!

W
Ahh... now | just have to rest like this
until it feels like my brain settles into
place, and | should be good to go in a...

Hohly god Kraid, are you still down
there? Christ, maybe THIS will

wake you the hell up already.

Oh COME ON! Just get in the damn ball!
I'm not asking for a freakin® miracle, her

Thought | was Kidding

TO FOREVER, ASSHOLE! AHAHAHAHAAAAAN

R
I o9 op oF O OO

851-853

el

" | leave you there to rot for ALL FRIGGIN® ETERHITY!

T ¥

| swea to god Mesprit, when | catch you, I'
going to torture you, break those damn tentacle
things clean off of you, murder you, revive you,

* | torture you again, and then cram you into the

computer with a hox full of OMLY Bidoofs, and

EHT

=N Eh, probabhly doing ume impnrtam... -
l Metroid... thingyish... stuff or somethi

AAAUUGGHHH! JACOB! HOW
COULD SUCH ALOYAL POG

Eu_ TURN ON ME LIKE THIS?!?




Too much information

2 hours later...

0Oh hey Kraid, you're finally back. Did you
ever get that hooze-room door open?

G0 screw yourself.
I'll take that as a "no" then.

You can take that as a "my

pogs aren't weapons, ass™.

But no, | didn't get the door open. However, |
DID come up with an idea between when | was
passed out. Why not just get me or Ophelia to
DIG our way into the booze room from ahowve?

Hah, we already tried that while

yvou were out. Metroid-thingy
took that idea into account.

i i o i i i i o i i B i i o i i i i i i el

In search of Samus

Buuut... with a distinct lack of hooze, and ho
Samus to creepily stare at... is there even
any point to staying in the bar right now?
Plenty of food's been cooking up a
storm. You want in on some fried Zeh?

Hah. |think I'll go see if | can catch up to the
tasty, tasty Samus. There's nothing that'll
stop me from seeking out that which I...

It's free. s starting to pile up, and

it either gets eaten or thrown out.

urp* | don't care what they say. | STILL stand

perhaps... but HNEVER stopped. How let's see if
I can find where Samus wandered off to.

o

[ I

‘mmmmm o :
N e Sy | F'E'- e
o __ﬁr_r_rl]]r_;.r 2 .-

E AE r E r

E r r E r E

of nhowhere. t's almost as If it was maide
purely to torment and torture... wait... never
mind... I'm sure it"s Metroid-thingy's doing.

E
- " ek . What the hell el UL
=== e e e is that noise? [EEESRITI

*thoom™

Athoom?.

854-856

by my "nothing will stop me* statement. Delayed -

Aww, harsh. Where'd Samus go? Mayhe
she can freeze the wall and shatter it.

Damn. | also wanted to tell her that I'll always
have a little piece of her inside of me from...

Let me just stop you right
there. I'd HIGHLY prefer to
! have never heard that, or to
!I!I'I!III!I!'III know the rest of the story.
i T,

T

r r E r

i

Did someone sexily
memin th ' urd? :
| ... I'm hoth glad you
! showed up... yet regret that
1 you did at the same time.
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A minor delay

Sweet princess, | have come to save
——wi—f=w yOU, anhd take you away from this

what appears to be maze-like hell.

= [
I'm not a princess, and I'm &5 ,

sure as hell not 'sweet’
K when you're involved.

Great ideas

S0... you say it causes you unhearable,
excruciating pain to move even in the
slightest? Like... how slight are we
talking here? Like... feather-touch?

= | know what you're

A walk in the paaaaaaw, yeah

Well... now that you're done screaming for 45

minutes... and my hearing has finally come back...
are you finally ready to move your ass already?

(ol ol ool Tl ol ol
[l = el e o

E r E
= =
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e i il |l
=l Tyyeah... easier said than done. Smashing
However... it 1S useful that you came by when 8 through those walls Kinda shook the old
you did. How move your fat ass out of the concussion into a relapse. Moving right
way 50 | can leave this god-forsaken maze. now Kinda... causes excruciating pain.

Ho, serioushy... I'm telling you, man.
Don't do it. Just... serioushy, don't.

I

= = Tl
[l e il e

E r E
= =

Good, now move it. Words cant DESCRIBE .'— I
S It was just like a picnic in the pa-aaahhh...

Right, hecause wandering around blindhy with
everything looking the same is just S0 fun.

r E E r -‘ﬂr ¥ I e e
1 il i e (o
ull e il e il el E—— h
T
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SIS on, lighten up. It couldn't have been THAT bad, | el el What? What's wrong now?

0Oh... oh sweet merciful GOD that felt great!
My back... my knees... feel s0... s0 GOOD!

= Pift, why didn't you just stretch in the tall areas?




Vaeatieon Nightmare Or Bust III

|l O ol S ed i ')

The pleasure of working

Where to begin... where to begin. Well... I'll
start by saying that due to my being laid off

of a half-dozen different johs, and just starting
this new one... and the fact that I'm perpetualhy
broke, paying off debt hecause of the above...
that | won't be getting a vacation this year.

Hence... this little foray into "pausing of Zeheth'
shalt be known in the archives as "Jaedten
Hightmare Or Bust llI. Read... enjoy... laugh at my
misery, relate to it... whatever suits you. Likehy
after my college courses are done in a few weeks
I'll have the time needed to make full comics again.

I suppose I'll start with my primary source of
stress... work. Sure, | may no longer he a "temp
worker”, and have some vague form of joh
security... but there's some rather unexpectedhy
disturhing things I've found at this new place.

Yeah... long story short... life has been a waking
nightmare for the past few weeks, I'm stressedto
hell and hack, and | obvioushy can't keep up with
the comic at the moment. So... instead of being
perpetually late, I'm going to take some time to
vent my frustrations and make my story heard.

¥know those 15 minute breaks that, if vou work,
you're most likely accustomed to taking? Y'kKnow,
the ones a workplace is legally required to give
you? Yeah... those don't really exist here. I've
taken... mayhe three of those 15 minute breaks

in four weeks. And forget half-hour lunches, too.

|l
s s

Just one more employee?

| mean sure, we're TECHNICALLY given them... hut
it's S0 hideoushy understaffed and overworked
there (for a miserable $10.50 an hour to boot), that
there's simply not enough time to go for a break.
Hell, one day | didn't have time to go to the fucking
WASHROOM when | needed to for about 4 hours.

Hot onhy that, but | asked... and they're not hiring
ANY more people! | mean... what the hell, man#?
0h, and don't think | get to go home at the end of
the day either. Absolutely everyone there hasically
has to work overtime to get the work finished.

0Oh, and for the curious... while I'm working here, |
won't be divulging the name of the company. Let's
just say that | help stuff get across the border.
Should | work elsewhere sometime in the future,
remind me, and I'll he sure to let everyone know.

Why do | stay, you ask? Because it's not a
temp job, and | honesthy can't afford to quit
anything for guite a while... so | have to sit
there and take it while smiling the entire time.
Aaaaand there's pretty much not a damned
thing | can do about it. Isn't life fun?1?

el el e e
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
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Geocaching for the win

As an added bonus, my entire weekend... and
pretty much any spare time at all... seems to
always be claimed by other random obligations
that 1 can't seem to avoid or work around. So...
no breaks during work or at home... yeah.

That part's not so bad though. Obligations come
and go, and are typically more fun than not. t's
not like work that just keeps driving into you like
a knife into your belly. And | HAVE heen finding
some spare time here and there to geocache.

Although... | will say this. Geocaching is a godsend
at a time like this, since I'm usualhy hiking several
miles in the process. Some good, hard physical
exertion REALLY helps work off a long day's
frustrations. So if I'm late making a comic to go
geocaching instead... there's the reason why.

And thus pretty well sums up my primary
frustrations... and what very little I've been ahle
to do to alleviate it. And now | need to go and
prepare for my college class tomorrow after
work... which will be the next comic's subject.

-Als0, you didn't see that.

Cresselia brightens my day

Ahh, college... higher education... needed to get
me out of this god-forsaken black hole of low-
paying, overworked jobs. Few things to note
about it though. For one... it's wallet-stabbinghy

expensive, and secondly, very draining and time-

consuming when you also have a full-time joh.

Y'see, typically I'd make a comic every Sunday,
Tuesday, and Thursday night. This is howewver
more difficult now, since said classes are on the
aformentioned Tuesday and Thursday evenings.
But... there's only a week and a half left of this,
and it damn well better help me get a better job.

But just 50 you don't think I'm COMPLETELY
miserable... there's still the ‘little’ things here
and there that cheer me up. Like | said, there's
geocaching... chainmailling... chatting online
hefore | go to sleep... and of course, video games.
In fact... just today it cheered me up immensehy.

An upgraded pause

Shorthy
Ugh... the past half-week... | gotta tell ya...
insanity. Work has still heen nuts, as per
usual {but I've at least gotten washroom
hreaks here and there)... and I've put most of
my time into finishing my class assignment.

i leile g |
| h H vf}“

E

AHAHAHA! That's right, bitch! Plenty
of room for you in the Bidoof room too!

il

LU

©Oh... and if you were ever annoyed that | could use

Hence why this comic was late. But... the major
assignment is done, and there's one week left in
classes. This however means that much of NEXT
week's time will go to studying for the final exam.

a Gamecube Controller... then the Wii will piss you
off even more. But ampvay... next week's will
likely have two more "me hitching about stuff™
comics, at least until the exam, and class, is over.

il i
| | 1 | | 1 | | |
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Almost over

But at work... I'm at a hit of a moral dilemma. 1
want to apply elsewhere... but since EVYERYOHNE at
work is in the same hoat... if | quit, that place would
he royally screwed (since someone else happens
10 be guitting this Friday). They're good people, s0
I don't want to make it that much harder on them.

50... as it stands, work is still insane, and | got

| my class assignment back...for the record, | got
86% on the midterm, and 81% on the big uber-
assignment. Allthat's left is the final exam
tomorrow... and then | can get back to being
miserahle at work, hut with more time at home.

MAN... why did this have to happen to
my OTHER good chair?1? | wonder if |
can press that furniture guy to actually
give me that "y 10, get 1 free” deal
he said I'd need with my record.

BOOYAH! Take THAT, Toadette!

fou're 3 5

Money for higher grades

o . " But... it's great to be done for now, and it's a load
Ahh... the exam is over, and | think I did well. Also, W o ypah... due to the extra 5%, | went into the exam || So... veah, things should be easing up a bit now. of wessfmw gone. And work today was pretty

E.h"'-' prof ufferfd to give amyone who sings the with 95%. Given the exam is worth 35%, | could Odds are that since I'm still a comic behind as of good too. | actually got a BREAK! | think I'm up to
Money song™ by Monty Python an extra 5%. He have written my name on the exam and handed making this {although if you're reading through the [ four now since starting. This is of course ignoring

had only seen two people EVER take himup on Wit i and STILL gotten a "C". Obwiousty, | didn't do || archives, this obviously won't be apparent), i be | the tact that | worked while eating lunch, but hey...

the offer... but we got our entire CLASS to sing it!_ W 4+ and actually... yknow... tried. | hope I did good. || making Friday's comic the final “end of filler” strip. | it's something. Gotta smile about the little things.

Let there be light

But... no sense bitching about this any more. It Let's see what we've got *elickz B Oh god, my darkness! e

ain't about to get any better anytime soon, and kicking around on here. 4 ,'._IE |'-_.£ |'-_.£ ||-_.£ .

classes are over for now... so it's time to cheer

myself up by getting kack into the swing of things. «sigh*. As entertaining as thisis, |

SUPPOSE | should unpause it sometime.

o o ) i
g e ——

=2 EH, NOW'S AS GOOD A TIME AS ANY. 5 ==
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Remember this lesson

Several minutes later... = : *gigh* Yeah... yeah. As much as it pains
Andd who's fault was that, huh? me to say it... | owe you for that one.
| Oh, 1 S0 know how I'm cashing THAT favour in.

E
@ =l =
—_— [l e el

lagree. My head STILL hurts g r B 1 Except that 'l never sleep with you... or even touch
thinking ahout those walls. Iyou. Infact, I'd prefer to stay at least six feet away
" . . at all times. So in other words... back up a bit.

Long lost friends

Oh hey, yeah... | was trying to help Ridley with But no... wg‘ue got _things to look for. Sa_ay... doyou

things to worry about. Well... not as important [ (14t problem before. My plan didn't work, and have the slightest idea where barley might be? Oh right... these guys. Yeah...
as keeping you the fuck away from me... but | hashed nmy head into a massive concussion. Can't say that | do. I kinda forgot about them.
still important. We must track down... Aw MAN! | missed watching

BOOZE... or the supplies thereof at least. you horribly injure yourself!

...Thanks for the concern.

But seriously, we've got more important

S0... UMM... is there any particular =How in th Little help Kraid? All I'm getting is a And now that one just
reason youre... y'know... in our way? oy mothe i ) AL LY lot of "squeeing’, and | think they're B called your mom a slut.
f annoyed with us for some reason. N k. Oh DID they now? They will find
that was a less than good idea.
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Needing a plan

BEEUIEEN  r———— Mwahahaha... mine, ALL MINE! These Not yet, but I'm sure I'll come up with
hastards are trapped in ice as long as | something. Frst though... what are the
keep freezing 'em... which Ifully plan to do. s : odds you can grapple a frozen Metroid?

Soyou have a r Only one way to find
plan for them? out... step aside.

HAH! Caught you, you insulting hastards!
NOW who's mom is a shut, huh?!?

I don't know, hut | almost feel kinda hurt
and insulted for some weird reason.

2 5 7

e e e e e E e e e
ET_-El_-crr-cf_-cl__cl__l e F—EI" r—i:r'f'

Tumblejerks

forever-had, normal Kraid ability of supposed to do with it now? you don't see every day.

grappling can do to these suckers... - - !f.WF don’t do something soon, K. i i Bounce SI0Wer... | can
it's just going to thaw out only re-freeze so fast!

Yeah, yeah, jJust make , v ",
with the zappy-zap. and attack the crap out of us.

Alrighty... let's see what my... Umm... 50... uhh... what the hell am|| @i Well, there's something

Aaaaand this is less than expected... or Oh, hey Ridley... how's the day going? Y"know, that’s a good guestion.
good. ¥YO! OPHELIA! ARE YOU CALLING ] | have no idea, to be honest.

Oh, just fine. 1got plenty of sleep, and it's heen -

: n A PILE OF FROZEN METROIDS TO THE BAR? .

g "hat the hell is going on out there? fairly relaxing. On another note though... WHY Oh, THAT'S useful. Well, given
they're frozen, that can only mean...

rockslide coming towards the bar. ell, so much for th... wait, what? BOUNCING METROIDS INTO MY BAR? Hey Rid, can't talk, gotta ﬁ_re
off another round of freezing.

¥ ¥
Ay, 2.

el e

872-874 295



Looking for answers

Seconds later mnlmee
0K, that should he the last freeze we ne
Toss them into the pog room for now.

HEVER! | will MEVER endanger
pogs with these... these JERKS!

Just not getting it

How... you're going to run this by me slowhy... or

I'm going to dedicate a FULL YEAR to not giving

you a drop of alcohol when | have it again,

and giving it for free to everyone EXCEPT you.
Ok then, let's start
from the top.

Well, toss them SOMBWHERE!
They'll start to unfreeze soon!
Ok, ok, they're going
in Ridley's room.

—

Mo, you don't get it. Y"see... they
STOLE My suim MY SUITII

-
[2
F
F
IE
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—_— e L

— e YL PR g ——
E r E E r E r E E r

r E E r E r
e

Priorities

Ok Ridley... take it easy. Deeeeep breaths.
Theeeere ya go... easy does it. Don't
go having a hrain aneurism on us here.
Yeah, losing the bartender...
again... would Kinda suck.

e
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Employees Only
this means only Ridley

There we go. Good job, good joh.

Employees Only
this means only Ridley

—_— e L

— I S —— _#g:r_
=

Hey Ridley. Man, what:_s wr;Jng... yﬂﬁ Iu.nk
Kinda... pissed off or something. Headache?
Ho, no... not specificalby. I'd just like to
know why you just crammed THREE
GODDAMN METROIDS INTO MY ROGRM!I!

So..yget it? pyees Only

WHY ARE THERE THREE
METROIDS IN MY ROOM?!?

Apparenthy not.

|i
L ,‘..
E r E E
I

MHow just think for a minute... stole my suit...
I go and trap them... what else CAHN be done?
*SNARL *
Exactly... violent, unfathomable
torturing of the Metroids, of course!

e

Ok... well, | DO guite hate Metroids. jes Only
This almost sounds like it has some ponly Ridley
vague form of potential somewhere.

Metroids are jerks.
*sigh*... We know HKraid, we know.

e

875-877

But that still doesn't explain why you y
crammed them into MY room, of all places. gley

I couldn't risk my pogs with Metroids... OBVIOUSLY!

.When | get hooze again, you're
paying triple the price for a month.

Aww...
e




Being on-call sucks

Meanwhile...

*snore*

A reward for hard work

Mot nearly soon enough later...

YES! AT LONG LAST! FREE TIME!
SWEET, MERCIFUL FREE TIME
AND THE ABILITY TO SLEEP!M

A little bit more reward

2 minutes later...

Kabutroid speaking. Wuzzat? Lemme
check... umm... yeah, everything's good.

a -l il
e FeanT M Mt
I had to take nine calls while attempting to make

' ] ' ] ' _] I__ this comic. took me 4 hours to make it, so enjoy.

Approximately 7.3 seconds later

Aaaahhhhggggll
Meeeeetroooo
*droooooool*

[/ Ugh... eyes... hurting. Been playing this for
like... every spare minute after work every
day now. | should REALLY take a hreak

from this thing, if not just for a few minutes.

And 1 should REALLY make another comic or
like... five. I'm getting behind, and I've got
ideas rattling around in my brain... and I'm
preeeetty sure the people reading the comic
would like comics to... yknow... read and stuff.
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Sleep is for the weak

8 hours later...

Ugh... s0... tired. Heed... sleep... t's like...
four in the morning, the alarm will be going

HO! Ho... | must resist, 1 must sleep... |
must make comics... | must prepare for
the next day. Willpower girl, willpower!

Not a good pillow

So... how long are we going to stand = Alright, alright already. Il see what = 3horthy...

around here for? Itfeels like I've o I can do since Ridley over there
been here for weeks or something. S So... Metroids? If | were to... say... open
Until someone gets those = - this door and kinda lead you to another

damn Metroids out of my room. r to SLEEP WATHOUT DYING! [28 room for you to go into instead, could
,l"r we just Kinda... do that without a fight?

2.5 hours later

=
Uhh... Kabutroid? Your alarm went off like...
fifteen minutes ago. Did yvou even get to sleep?

Meeeeetrooooid. et o

S0 'no’ then.

OK, v'know what? That Kind of
language is COMPLETELY uncalled
for. 1 guess this'll teach me to try
to reason with a pile of JERKS!

Good news, bad news

10 minutes later Employees Only [p= Well... THIS should be interesting. iy =] Nah, let's have the good news first. pes Only [
i G2 Ridl || Ridl
Aol m Oh god... how badby did you screw up, and = .'-_ | could use a laugh about now. e —— =

So... how'd it go? What happened? . _
how much worse has the situation gotten? I got to spend almost ten minutes calling I

Well, | got good news for you, o N .
and | got bad news for you. Metroids jerks almost to their face!
) .Well whoop-dee hell,

) let the good times roll.

—_—h e

[ r r r | ]
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a
B
&
@
@
v [al
[
=

298 881-883

=
S0 what's the bad news? Please tell me F
it's just that you weren't able to move them. [€¥ c

Oh, that's a given. Mo, the bad news is
that they got so pissed off at me that |
think they smashed evenything in there.
y -

; *slap™
1

e o e e e e e o o o e e e o e o e e e e o e e o e o e el ol



Attempt #2

Must control rage... must control rage... | Ok, so now that Kraid just went and made ; Well... let's see how pissed
Kraid must pay more for booze. YES! ol | things a dozen times worse... looks like [ i ! e i ' off they are... HELLO?
For anyvalue that anyone else has to pay, = | vou're up Samus. Don't think YOU'RE getting 3l And if you fail, vour drink prices will

you get to multiphy that number by TEN! = : make Kraid's seem like a SALE!

*smash®

" *splinter*
ithunk*

Ok, it's getting quiet in there. Either DAMHIT! NO FAIR HIDING BEHIND
they ran out of Cf_aﬂ to break, or they've F F . [ am- THE FIRST OME OF ¥OU FROZEN! And
calmed down a bit. Now... how should [ il that hurling junk at me from BEHIND
| do this... how should | do this... i =, “huam® there... oh, THAT"S just cheap!

Damnit, damnit, DAMHNIT, damnit,
Well crap... now I'm stuck. | can't stop . damnitdamnitdamnit! DAMHITY &

shooting for long enough for the doors Y'know... hearing the extreme
to close or the Metroids will work their frus'lra‘l.illl]n in he!rlwme almost

way closer... but | can't leave or they'll - - makes this worthwhile... almost.
d escape, and that's just not good.

pm mper £ B8 B B 8 B B BT B B
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Almost won

20 minutes later B0t daminit, hell bitch damnd |

Bitch crap bitch hell mother fu...

Backup threatening power

Ho. No, no, no, no, HO! You're LYING! You MUST =
he ving. You're just trying to save your ass from gg
having to pay two arms and a leq for a drink!
0Oh, she'd better not be, if she

knows what's good for her.

’ Oh pfft, or else what?

k.

o) 11 )

L

Buuut, thinky veiled threats from gargantuan
death-machines aside... how'd ‘ja do 7

300

ElElE]k]

Hell hell... damn hell hell... wait... WAIT...
DAMHIT! Crap =hit bitch crap hell. Aha...
AHA! AHAAAHAHAHAHAHAHAARA AN

Aaaand now she lost it. Oh, I'm SO
closer than you. You owe me ten hucks.

Hey there, Samus. If you screw over Ridley,
then you screw over me, and that's bad.

You sounded preeeetty confident out there.

I dunno about teasing her man. I'ma thinking
more along the lines of “run and hide".

—
—
=
—
—
e

o

L

=
S0... *snicker® any luck in moving the Metroids?

For your information... yes... yes | did.
YES! YOU JUST SAVED ME
10 BUCKS! And also my room.

WHAT? NO! HOW?'? Aw MAN...
how my drink prices wont seem
cheap in comparison to yours!

E E r E r

Hoone will ever find amy little itty bitty piece

of you if you do anything to my best friend.

| said 'she still keeps getting
perks'... like in the bar and stuff.

Well, that's all besides the
point, hecause I'm not ing.
. , P |
.y :

".E! rd '-':I-.'

And yeah... using that method, 1 slowhy led
them out of your room, and off into another
one... where after AMOTHER long-ass time, |
managed to get the door to close all the way.

pm mper £ B8 B B 8 B B BT B B
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The obvious answer

Oh, whew. For a second, | was worried there.
Wait, what? Youre not worried, |mm j that the Metroids are in, outta curiosity?
L] " t] —

or like... flipping out or something? = Oh, c'mon... you of ALL people should know! B ! ',_— How COULDN'T you collect them? Also, you'd
Bl collected a lot of them in a room somewhere. fe= | naturalty have a lot of them around in case JUST

- WWHY? What purpose could | POSSIBLY
hawve for a room full of these frogs’.

Ho, of course not! 1 could care
less about those damn things.

Killing time

Umm... Kraid? Whatsa matter?
0Oh, C'"MON, don't tell me that you're S0... wanna go start tossing random
not actually pissed off about this. I'm sure that’ll come later, crap into his mouth in the meantime?
That would TOTALLY ruin my day. That sucks. I'd have rather whenever he shaps out of it.

heard him scream in anguish.

Melia munchies

Several minutes later I'm also pleasanthy surprised that he managed Although, if he thinks he's getting away without
Man, it was risky to go into the pog room again, to swallow 5 cinderblocks before he started paying for those plates, glasses, and potential
but after he started unconsciousty EATING the old |l to just slobber and drool them out of his mouth. deep-fried food, he's got another thing coming.
plates and glasses we cramimed in his mouth, | And don't forget the enemy count. That one Ahh... good times, good times., Oh, and then when he's all pissed off,
just HAD to get him to swallow some of his pogs. J makes it fourteen and still going strong! we'll tell him that he spent the last 10
minutes eating his own pog collection.

OH GOD, HELP ME! AAAUUUGHGHGGG!

e o o e o e o e e e e e o o e e e e e e o e e e e e e el o e e e e o el ol e e e el
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Boredom kicks in

45 minutes later Ok, well nuts to this. After wasting THIS Elsewhere... Eh, interesting idea, but last | heard, the amount
MAN, this sucks. I'm getting REALLY bored, and much time staring at Kraid, | REALLY need of crap soaking up her time makes moving those
slapping him around not OMLY doesn’t do anything, | a drink... so I'm going hooze-hunting again. Metroids look like a walk in the park. I'd have

but just doesn't make me happy if he doesn't react. Failing that, you could always try to find and hetter odds hunting Tor a ton of random plants.

Yeah, this is getting old. comvince Metroid-thingy to open that room up. What about the Metroids?
Eh, leave ‘em for now.

=0 B B e T e T e e el el e el e e 0= =8 /=i B=d =i B /=0 B B

S— . Equally as frustrating, | can't leave the bar to Weill... | can only think of one way to
. Silt%h N';'_w whgt the h?" am | gt']""g t'f' do go do... like... amything, since I've got to watch wake Kraid up... so let's hope this
with mytime. >amus Is gone, hooze IS that Kraid doesn't wake up, snap, and trash doesn't go TOO horribhy wrong.

unavailable, and minions tend to have the place. MAN, don't tell me I'm STUCK here!
issues with eating their family members.

B 8 i B B e B B A e E B B A S A e e Bl B el B T

Overreact much?

Elsewhere, moments later YOouU' MURDERER! WHAT | said WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO SAY...
Holy god damn, | think that DO YOU HAVE TO SAY WHAARAT? | CAN'T HEAR. YOU!
may have t?een the loudest, ABOUT YOURSELF? | SAID WHAT DO...

most anguished scream
I've ever heard in my life. Ow. Well... that certainly woke him up.
I shudder at the thought

Il give you a
few minutes.

of whatever torture must
bhe causing that scream.
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Distant happiness

Holonger am | electronically tethered to work

Hey, uhh... did you just hear anything? vEs! YES!| FREEDOM! SWEET in a seemingly endless spiral into hell. The 192
! straight hours of either work or being on-call

Lk MERCIFUL FREEDOM FROM THAT for work... HAVE FIMALLY ENDED urtil nest rerih.

| SAID DID YO- VoW Sl DEVICE OF TORTURE AND HATRED!|ll Now... what to do with my irst moments of - GO DIE IN A GREASE-
sweet, sweet, almost unheard-of freedom? [ B FIRE! And... mayhe get

Ahhh... sleeeeeep...

what, just forget it.

hack to me on that in
about four hours or so,

[ ]
A o g L
==

Wakeup call (also two filler strips skipped)

Meanwthile... ..DERER, MURDERER, MURDERER, MURDERER, Damn. Looks like we might need another one.
...ER, MURDERER, MURDERER, MURDERER, MUR... MURDERER, MURDERER, MURDERER, MURDER... How long does it take you to... yknuw..._restu[:k...
Kraid... KRAID! You've been repeating that for Hell, I think he's broken again. Ophelia, or however the hell you make those things?
like... god knows how long now. Serioushy, can | get a wake-up shot over here?
just stop it. it was already annoying long ago.

Explanations

Six Ophelia-gullet-pointy-things later...
Ow... that REALLY hurt. Wasn't that

Well, you were stunned from hearing the Metroids
were in your pog room, so we made you eat bricks,
a little owverkill to get my attention? back from insanity... hooze... is gone, | How about both... and maybe also why | pogs, and enemies. | snapped a pog to wake you
Like serioushy... ow! I'm going to have i decided to go in a different direction... pain. have an aftertaste of Zeela when | burp. [LYP: but you snapped again. Serioushy... get help.

a headache for like... a week here. Ok, fine, but can you explain THAT? Well, at least I'll always have a
[ little bit of pog andsamus inside of me.

Uhh, which part... the pile of bricks
and pogs, or the hroken pog?

You snapped and hecame a hroken record.
Since our usual method of bringing someone
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Nothing compares 2 U

In either case... evenything was successful
inthe long run. You snapped out of your
coma, the Metroids are out of my room, and
Samus is back hunting for hooze supplies.

I'll still never forgive you for
Killing my poor, innocent pog.

~ My

r F r r
Bl B S i
Just one more hill

Meanwhile...
MAN, I've searched the surface for like...
ever, and STILL haven't found a single
plant that Ridley wants. | can only hope
some of this crap grows underground.

Well... this is rather... peculiar, to say the
least. YWho would possibly be stupid
enough to think that putting this sign here
would have even the SLIGHTEST effect?

304

Poor little Tobey. All he wanted to do in life was
travel to the vast fields of clumpy dirt stuff on
the surface and hask in the sun until he retired.

Thanks to you, that day will never come for him.

Oh Tor god sakes, they have life-goals now?

It's a friggin’ inanimate obhject! How in the hell
is it going to Know that it's on the surf... why am
| even having this conversation with you?!? It's

a pog. I'm going hack to the bar. You're an idiot.

But so far, I've seen even LESS down here.

At least there was the occasional tree on
the surface. All that's down here are
these scraggly, miserable looking bushes.

Hey, you can ALSO find Zebho’s like me.

* BAAAAAAAWWWLLLLL®

0K man... serioushy... how
the hell have you not
starved to death by now?

Like serioushy... the only reason I'm still going is
that I'm making like... a fortune down here. But I'm
starting to get bored. 1 might as well go back and
H tell Ridley that there®s no hope of finding amything.

Gotta he Kraid or something... probably his
b spare pog supphy or something. YWell...
curiosity has gotten me this far, might as

-_.! well take it one step further. But | gotta
I-I- say... If there's actually nothing there... that
I-I-' would be a pretty awesome gag to play.

901-903

... Cause RoRg commpares. *sniff*
Noifing compares... o you...

It's heen so fonely... *sniff*...
Hohy god, get a life.

Eh, maybe I'll just check out
what's past this one hill, just
10 appease my curiosity.

SWOOHOOO0000 000001

What the heck was that?
That my friend... is
the sound of money. .
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A new problem arises

Second up... how in the hell am | going to Several minutes later...

haul all this crap back to the bar? That 3 DAMHIT! I've got like... no ideas here. Man, I'm
wasn't exacthy a short path, and these = NEVER completely idea-less on something that
things are crumbly as hell. Last thing 3 CONCErns me so greathy. | may have to resort to
I need is to lose three-guarters of it on d the un-resort to-able... which | swore I'd never...
the way back, or make multiple trips.

So lemme get this straight...
YOu... Samus Aran... want us
to help you. To help YOU.

Lacking in P.R. Skills

Ok, now... | know you might be a little Yeah, kinda... but remember that several minutes later.., Sorry, sormy... force of habit.

unwilling to help me out already here... we AL.L get booze if you help Ok, after deliberating, we have de Yeah, that REALLY doesn't
Oh, why's that? Because me. It's for the greater good! help your cause, you know.
vou slaughtered countless Hmm... we will have to discuss T
numbers of our species? this. Give us afew minutes, - . - i

E r E
=l =l ol ol ol ol
[ e [l e

You're just lucky wou brought up the point JESESW= 0 ¢ hinm.. come to think of it, we might 2 Well, there's pits to jump over, so fliers... and
Ok guys, it's just up ahead. Serioushy, thanks about Ridley's slide... and you damn well i plenty of "em. I'm thinking like... another ten or so.
though. I'll make a specific note to try not to hetter make sure he |ets us ride it extra. " — Pits. Well super, so that makes me...
Kill you in the future, unless of course | forget, Oh, I'm not worried about that
or can't tell you apart from some other minions. at all. | guarantee you'll get to

slide till you can slide no more.
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What good is a slide?

Several minutes later...

S0 how come you didn't go with
the others to look for more helpers?

Eh, they're a lot faster than me, |
and are more familiar with the
other fiving types. 1 mainly just

know lots of ground-dwellers.

The buzz of money

Shorthy
Ahoy, we return with troops.
Oh thank god. Samus half-fell asleep at
one point and started mumhbling about
Killing the “green, big-eyved enemy thing".

Yo Ridley, I've got something you might
want. YWhere do yva want the supplies?

Ehh... for the sake of not divulging
secret locations, toss it in the back.

. Ay

P e e

306

Ah, you return. Were you able to find any
suck... uhh... successful candidates who
would be willing to help me out here?

0Oh, we found a few. Once | I

mentioned the bonus sliding =
privileges, we got some takers. [

What kinda numbers? —

L

uessed, o

1 got a bit of help with the crops.
ah, | Kinda figured as much.
L w

¥ Hey, what's this
b about the slide?

Have you even TRIED looking around before ?
Everything on this stupid, Metroid-thingy-
forsaken planet is blocky, pointy, and covered
in corners. The closest thing to entertainment

we get around here is bouncing on a bush, and §3

Well... uhh... | kinda
lost track after
about fifty or go.

he:
=i
Lemme at the slide.

L N E—
o e

L o -

My wings are tired.
dnl b

f faa=nih |

we get extr sliding.

907-909

=N Yeah, we USED to, but some dumb broad kept

Forty minutes later, at the bar
Say, do you hear a Kinda... huzzing sound?

? g | That my friend... is the buzz of money.

.. That sucked.

Yeah, that one didn't
guite work out so well.

Yeah, | wanna slide now. H -

=8 EVERYONE BUGGER OFF
FOR A FEW MINUTES!

Wow... enemies
in groups are
really annoying.




Mind of a businessman

THERE we go... a few seconds of peace. NOW... That Kinda goes without saying. 1'm going Uhh... Ridley? Are you...
what in gods name did you promise that slew to assume that you did a bit more than . . - Shh... calculating. Lessee... number of meals...
of creatures to make them help a known, self- say that you'll try not to commit genocide... Y'see... | just promised them all to have unlimited Y ¢\ o0 oijabie room... hmm... potential market... Ml
admitted minionkiller such as yourseif? despite the fact that we BOTH know that riding privileges on the Super Hapiry bun Slide. i} ;1.0 2 FORTUNE! But to sell it all before it goes
Well, to start with, | had to you were going to slaughter them amyway. bad, | must have a massive buffet... and then...

promise to try not to kill them. Oh no, | have no intentions of killing them. Ah, ok then. I'll leave you to your plotting.

Bored with the old toys

Ok, well I'm taking off for a while. I'll check Well, ho but... yYKnow... you said... plants... Oh, | dunno... how about GET THOSE
back in a hit to see how the booze is doing. booze... MAAAAAN! | just want a driiiink! GODDAMN METROIDS YOU DRAGGED
Umm... yeah... you realize that | have to plant Well yeah. What, did you think | used Jeeze, you're whiny. INTO HERE OUT OF MY BAR?!?

what you brought me, wait for it to grow, them to cast some magic spell and What am | supposed to do NOVY? Avew, but I'm bored with that
harvest it, and THEN make booze with it. just summon the booze from thin air? now, | just want some booze.

1 GET THEM THE HELL oUT!!!
s s ) s . e
{ e AN . A ‘ . 1Y

n:[l'#ﬂ:[ﬂ:[ﬂ:[ﬂ:[ﬂ:[ﬂfﬂ[lhﬂ[m :‘aﬂqﬂ!qﬂqﬂﬂfﬂﬂﬂqﬂ | I I e e e I I e e

Time for some fun

*grumble* Stupid Ridley with his stupid drinks — ,
grumble” Stupt e w 1 SUpIC Crinies How... the question is... what do | DO with

taki stupid | to stupid ke * ble*
Ll Bkl o I""g L S 5 trio of likehy very pissed off Metroids,
HEY, | HEARD THAT! B trapped in a room and left to plot and plan
S for if anything should open the door...

Tjump™

I mean... | SUPPOSE | could just Kill ‘em...
Just get rid of them somehow! I

Yyyeah. AS 1was pondering... | could
just kill ‘'em... but how horing would THAT .
he I hrought "em here for fun after aII
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An awesome conclusion (three skipped filler strips)

LA short while later...
HOLY CRAP, THAT'S AMAYING!

That is by far the awesomest
awesome that's ever awesomed.

OK... alright... steady myself... this is gonna
take all my nerves, skill, and a healthy dose of
luck to pull off... bt when | do, it's TOTALLY
going to be the awesomest thing in the
existence of forever. Awright... let's do this

Ho, but serioushy... this particular... noun and/or
action of which we speak is S0 great, you are
hereby absohved from any and ALL prior issues.

I mean serioushy... how did you manage to
come up with something S0 awesome, that
even MENTIONING it makes one gasp in awe.

| dunno man... it
just came to me.

Serioushy... I'm STILL amazed by the
aformentioned subject in question.

S0... how did you make this... "cream”. The “ice™
I understand... but I'm not familiar with "cream™.

I dunno, it just sounded good. But it's
pretty much only got one ingredient,
and | just kinda processed it to this.

But c'mon man... who could have EVER seen
this coming. You invented... ICE-CREAM!

Minion soup (five more skipped filler strips)

¥ | were you at all related to those
& | three Metroids | brought in a bit ago?

I'm a tad confused though. 1Kkinda thought it was
self-explanatory that | made it from the Metroids.

If someone came in and said they had a yummy
treat, would the first thing that comes to YOUR
o] mind be that it might be made from your children?

It was a little cold for me, but it still tasted good.
Almost... familiar somehow. What's it made of?

Funny you should ask that. On a
completely random note though...

il . -‘
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Jeeze... now | feel bad. Hey, heeeeey. C'mon How c'mon... yYknow what'd make you feel better?
now Ophelia. I'm not saying that you ate your
species, I'm just saying there's a chance, a

A nice big bowl of... umm... uhh...
SMALL chance, that you didnt NOT eat Metroid. H

RIDLEY, WHAT ELSE DO WE HAVE?
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Crap. Umm... what are the odds
you'd like a big bowl of water?

We could mix fried minion into

Ok, now yvou're talkin'. Let's make this happen.
Hedll, I'm up for that too!
WOOH! GO IDEAS!

24 it... turn it into minion soup.

k 1 k 1 b * k
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Jerk-cream

Soon Aw yeah, that's what I'm talkin' about.

Yywwweah, maybe I'll wait for another
hatch that's a little better chopped up.

I think I'll have to agree with that.

Well look who's finally awake. Have
a nice hypothermia-induced nap?
I know you're being sarcastic...
burt yes, yes | did have a nice nap.
.0k then. | said ‘more like J...
"'. Yeah, no. L.. heard
. . you the first time.

Ice-cream? HAH, more
like JERK-CREAM!

:
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In either case, we're ahout to make a

hetter batch of minion-soup. You want in?

Better than what?
You don't wanna Know.

j. .

MIHIONS! The first one to fiy this ice-cream to
the frozen surface doesn't get turned into soup!

Ly
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Time for a lesson

GET BACK HERE YOU ICE-CREAM THIEF!

-

'-i-.

-
I

So I'll take it you enjoyed the ice-cream? | == What, you don't get it?

Oh,  get it. You just don't seem to realize
how UNBELIEVABLY wrong it sounds.

'I! What's wrong with eating Samus” jerk-

& cream. Or would this be your jerk-cream?

- Just stop talking, ok?

*snhiff* Oh, "ello fellas. I'm just sed ahout the
loss of a friend. What's thet on yoah head?

Oh, this is ice-cream that Samus made at the bar.

*sniff* Always somethin® new
end unusual heppening theah.

If I'm the one that saves this ice-cre... hey, wha?
Can honestly say | didn't expect to Come across
a sobbing Crocomire Hunter. What gives, man?

924-926

Yeah, and now we're racing to get this to the
cold surface to stay frozen... and then Ridley
will turn the two losers into minion soup.

Oh 'e did, did "e? Well crikey, you don't
heve to worry ANY MOAH! | think I've got me
a minion-killin® Ridley to teach a lesson to.
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Noone can be THAT cruel

Ok, well... I'm still going to he the one to put this
inthe cold. Iflgetin good with Ridley, that usually
means a free drink or at LEAST a discount.

....-#.. HEY, GET
_ __:._1.._1 R BACK HERF!

Rt il /o guys do thet...
[ Ll - I've got things to do. 5

things Toh enimals to eat eachothah... but minion

soup isn't execthly a netural death. Oh, They'd

Saaay... | wonder what would happen if we started
with Metroid ice-cream, hreaded it with smashed
up dried minion, deep-fried it, and then had it for
desert after a howl of finely-ground minion soup?

Meeeh... what Kind of twisted creatures would g
want to mengle innocent enimals thet hedhy.

F F r F r r
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'By guys. I've come to dispel some

rumahs thet some minions is spreadin’

ahout the bah end cruel end unusual...
And I'd be like 'BAM,
BAM, BAM, BAM, BAM!

Anything for a profit

So it WASH'T jest rumahs!

I'd just like to take this opportunity to point
out that that was completely just talk, and |

wouldn't actually ever snort a minion | dont think.

Yeh, ok... I'll give you thet.

_f. .
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But the minion wouldn't he smashed enough
yet, so I'd be all ike "BAM, BAM, BAM' smashing
it with a hrick over and over and over again.

That'd totally be awesome.

And then... when the deep-fried minion is
pulverized enough, I'd TOTALLY smash it
another few times, just for the hell of it.
0Oh man, and 1 TOTALLY wanna
try snorting minion-powder!

Aftah all... yvoah still tryin' to be friends with most
of the minions, despite bein® friends with Semus.

| Exactly, you see where I'm coming from.

0Oh come on, | was totally just
talking up a big game too.

uﬂﬂilﬁHIHIHEHEIEHIHIHEIEIE
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0h no, you'd heve no qualms about it et all.

WHAT?!? How come Kraid gets off scot-free,
and I'm stuck being a minion-mangling freak?

Because if you ken make a profit
off of et, you'd do et in a hahtheat.

1
>

ey L #

'1 HIHEIEHIHIHEHEIEHIHIHEIEIE ..

r

927-929

PURELY for the sake of going to other minions
and saying "o, you know your friend? Well
guess where he is. | totally just SHORTED HIM!

Oh, hey Croc. How long you heen there?
We were discussing recipes... sorta.

Ok yeah, I'm going to have to
agree with Croc-hoy on that one.
HEY! Who's side are you on, anyway?l

The one who's not charging me ten
times the price for drinks AND food!
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A little white lie

0Ok, well... my selling out anything for profit
aside... what do you want me to DO, exacthy?

S5top hahming innocent enirmals foh profit,

end heve any enimals Killed foh the puhposes
of eatin® Killed humanely end/oh neturalhy.

In thet case, you leave me no choice. I'm gonna
heve to wrengle you, crikey you et LEAST three
new ones to teach you a lesson, end then destroy
the bhah to put an end to the horrah end enguish.

-'f' -'f'

Not-so-fond memories

Eh, s0 he gets ticked off at me later, IF he
even finds out that | haven't changed. He's
not exacthy the sharpest knife in the drawer,
s0 | should be able to come up with something
believable to tell him before he comes back.

I dunno man... when he gets good and pissed
off, it ain't pretty. Don't you remember the
last time he "crikeyed you a new one'? Do
wou REALLY want that happening again?

_n:rm'n:rl:l:r o
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Knowledge is power

Yeah, that IS a good gquestion. I'm not gonna
argue it, y'know... since everyone gives me
those pog centers and all... but | always HAVE
wondered what you do with the owuter rings.

You really want to know?

HO! Ho | do HOT! Serioushd You're the SINGLE
onhy husiness on the PLAMET, and you demand
this money which you can't POSSIBLY use, since
it's OMLY purpose is in here! YWHAT THE HELL
DO YOU DOWITH ALL THAT MONEY ANYWAY 217
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Don't tell me you're ACTUALLY going to...

Pfft, that'll happen the day Kraid gets
laid. It got him off my back, didn't it?

Yeah, but he'll he pissed later.

Theah... was thet so hahd? I'm going to
go end tell ALL the minions thet theah's
nothin® to feah from this point on!

Oh... th god... | £a0k BELIGY
Haneged EEERLEY HE 4 nEw o)

Yeah, | can safely say that | don't
want that happening again... hut
I've gotta make money SOMEHOWY.

el ool el ol el ol el e ol e ol ol

Well, there ya go Samus, problem sohsed. YWOOH!

WHATY!? No, that doesn't answer ANYTHING!
I mean literally... ANYTHING! Aren‘t you cur...

WOOH! KNOWLEDGE ROCKS!

YES! If it ends an endless curiosity, PLEASE tell us!

What | do with that money... is give people
food and drinks after | get it, and you ain‘t
getting it any other way, 50 STOP TRYING TO
GET OUT OF PAYING, YA CHEAP BASTARDS!

1 :l._ - '||.
2Py

:rn:rn:rn:rn:rn:rn:rn:r ﬁt_’:':. & . :rn:rn:rn:r‘urm'n:rn:r
o

'E|—|_|—|_|—|_|—|_|—|_|—|_|—|_|—£|—|_"£|—£|—£|—£|—£|—£|—£|—£|—£|—|

|l

932 311



More knowledge needed

Mo, serioushy man, listen to me. Just

GO KNOWBL ... KNOM...
KNOWLEDGE! WOOH!

How could they NOT? | saw
that outcome from a mile away!

Consider
2

. - e | a’ yourself
: . i Jﬂ : . . lucky, too!
: & slalalululula R =3 [alalis sl
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An acceptable answer

But ammway... petty annoyances aside,
I'm still not going to cram up about this.
And | don't serve pesky, troublesome
people who ask annoying questions.

| accept that response, but ONLY on the grounds .Lil" help?
that you have the only deep-fryer around. it's
not like you even have hooze any more in here.

I'm working on that.
That doesn't hurt either.

Finding another way

Back to the matter at hand though. YWhat
are you gonna do about Crocomire Hunter?

*shrug? I'll cross that
bridge when | get to it.

312

0Ok, more importanthy... when is Hmm... the OTHER option is to find Metroid- thingy Well, | might as well go try to find her and try
more hooze going to be available? and convince her to open the hooze-room again. amway. What's the worst that can happen?

Starting straight from the seed? That'll take Yeah, good luck with that. And having said that, you*ve now guaranteed

like... months. Mot to mention that it's still winter! - yourself a horrible, horrible outcome. Good job.
Kinda hurts to

breathe over here

here.
wh
Py 5
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Autosmite

Hmm... of course, how I'm left with the task
of trying to FIND Metroid-thingy. s heen
friggin’ FOREVER since | was last around her
video-game hidey-hole. Bat... when in doubt,
pissing her off usually gets her to show up.

Well... s0 much for the easy way out.

I guess I'll have to do things the old-
fashioned way... harassing minions
until 1 find one that knows where she is,
or is willing to do the leg-work for me.

Where indeed

Back where Samus is...

*ahem* METROID-THINGY IS A STUPID MORON g

WHO CAN'T DO ANYTHING BIGHT, SMELLS
FUNNY, LOOKS LIKE SHE SMELLS, AND UH...
SHOULD BE NAMED UGLYFACE MCSTUPID!

At which point... let’s go find some minions to
harass. Stupid things tend to stay away from
the bar now. Pfit, ‘too many Killings® my ass...
I was culling the herd. 1 hope | find where
those Killahle buggers have been hiding latehy.

But as nice as that change
of pace is, | still have no clue
where to find Metroid-thingy.

|

*KRACKOW*%

’ Ugh... or she could always do THAT. Well, at least
] | know she's Kicking around somewhere. That,
or knowing her, she created an auto-smiting
machine set to detect amypone insulting her.

Man, she NEVER thinks
to look on top of the har.

il Baaahahaha... awesome. i3 F

il B B B B B

. Elsewhere... B aaaaHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAM
Hmim... and the only way | USED to know of getting g one.

her to show up has heen foiled by her stupid
lightning... thing. MAN, you'd think the creator of
reality would be easier to get a hold of, 1 can
onhy FATHOM what the hell she's up to right now.
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Zirgu Diena?

Mwahahaha... Geruta... do
vou know what dayitis?

Well, given we dwell underground COMPLETELY
cut off from an outside source of light, combined
with the fact that days don't actually have amy kind

of conceptual difference from one to the next... no,
I can honestly say that | do not know what day it is.

ANYWAY... | will TELL you what day it is.

Look, do u WANT e to summon a horde
of minions to tear you apart limb from limh?

is that it's my planet now, and |
can do whatever | want with it.

314

But yes... today is the day... that | am finally capable
uf hecummg unguestioned RULER of this planet!

B! | don't follow. What makes
it possible now when it
wasn't before? What's

even really changed?

How? Again, what part about
‘Metroid-thingy is useless and
did nothing® didn*t you catch?

I've got friggin® Metroid-thingy right friggin’

hehmd me in containment! What about THAT?1?
Yeah, but she never really stopped
you from ruling the planet hefore.
Hell, she never really did ANYTHING.

It was a rhetorical question... smartass.

I Well jeeze, you ask a stupid question...

i !I- Y| c'mon. The only way | know that time
actually passes down here is the fact
that I'm not friggin® frozen in place!

He's right you know, I'm really quite useless.

- >€¢? _Even SHE agrees with me!

HUTUP, EVERYONE! She's trapped, and
that means | win! I'M KING OF THE PLANET!

Oh please... all | need to do is tell Samus that |
have her under my control, and | could make

M her do ANYTHING. She would be my PUPPET!

Hmm... ok, that DOES
have some merit to it.
But what if she doesn't
helieve you or care?

939-941

Well, I'd start by threatening Metroid-thingy
with torture to make her do stuff, and just
yknow... follow through with it until she does.

Umm... | think 1 might




.But that's debatable

For starters, I'm pretty sure I'd just stop you if
wou actually tried doing amything. it's not like I'm
actually disabled from dumg ANYTHING m here

I was just seeing what you guys were up to when
this jar clamped over me, after which you two
squealed like little girls about having caught me.

The OHLY reason I'm still here is because

listening to your stupid plan is friggin® hilarious. F.

And hey... are you two even listening to me? in
but when | show thel
thingy screaming in

b

Well, stop being so noisy... I'm
trying to overthrow the planet here.

0Oh, don't mind me... I'm just biithering about

my completely inescapable situation and such.
i .0k then.

Samus' lucky day

| Yeah, yeah, Flitry... just make with the overthrowing.

Bah, whatever you're thinking, it's too late to do
amything now. ky plan has heen set in motion, §
and it's only a matter of time hefore everything
you know comes crumbling duwn around you.

Well... you should be...
s0 keep staying in fear.

Spread wnrd to all uther minions... let
Samus know that we have Metroid-thingy.

Whoops, crap... sorry "hout that. Bah, why am |
even apologizing... vou're ignoring everything | say
amaway. You'd just better Keep being amusing.

GREATEST ruler of ¢

What now?1? What the hell
are yuu snlckermg about?

Man, it must he national minion suicide day
today or something. That's like... the tenth
minion in the past few minutes who's just come
rlghl atme. | hupe this keeps up Tor a while.

942-
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Help from above

Meanwhile, nearby and high above...

GUys...
getting absolutely slaughtered down there.

Ok, su lf I'mto undahstend thls right, yoah
hasically stuck between bein' smeshed by
Mothah Brain, end hbeing blested by Semus.

No time for an exorcism

==y | sl

So,1t's declded Let s get stahled shell we?

Wait, do you even
have a plan?

316

I hate to he the one to say it... but we're |j

Ugh, tell me about it. A friend of
mine didn't know how to sing...
e and we know how THAT ended.

And it"s not like this is only us, either. This
is like... a planet-wide order to minions here.

Hmm...thet IS quite the problem. How, I've
already tried refohmin' Semus, hut thet
doesn't really wehk. Theahfoh, weah
going to heve to take the OTHAH route.

0K man, you're relly strtmg to
creep us out here. Stop doing that?

[ e

.o

woe ¥

S0 what do we do, guys? Keep hurling our
soon-to-bhe lifeless corpses at Samus,
hoping our falling bodies hit her in the head . . M
and knock her out? Even STILL, we wouldn't | = Sounds like a cehtain peck of minions could
have gotten the message across to her. ™ yse the help of a cehtain huntah of Crocomiahs.
*, ...How in the hell did you
even get up here#?

r
Foy (g
k™

WOOQO0000H!

End yuah all gonna help me!
1 Oh COME OM, we might as well be dead alreacdy then.

Theeeeet"s right! Weah going
to REFOHM MOTHAH BRAIN!

b o
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— = Stop doin’ what'?

That... wall thing. | sure as hell know you're
nut a Im.'all walking minion, so don't make me

You guys don't sound too enthusiestic
oah excited about what weah doin”.

Well, | could always grepple untu 1
YOU, end you could float me down. §

Yeah, no... I'd drop like a
stone. Just go down s0
we can get this over with.

I'MNOT KIDDING 'RE
ALL GOING TO DIE!
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Exacthy, natural! lt's gotta suck to die
| if vou even look at the ground wrong,
hut at least he's going out naturalhd

Not all that worried

[ e e

Ok, so what's the plan.

well, | don't exectly heve |

a plen... et least not yet.

Oh, THAT'S encouraging. That
TOTALLY cleared up all doubts.

i As opposed to us, if your non-plan of a plan
i fails. Have you even HEARD of what Mother

> : e THEN uses the sludge-like remains as a
Brain's done with some of the minions? lubricant to slide her fat ass over the surface!

Y'know... | wasn't too worried ahout the Skree
Wl dying from the get-go. How in the hell those

1 don't know
whether to feel

| Ll |
Mo, wait... slow down you moron! it's not like And not only that, but there®s-
she's fifty feet that way in a straight line!

WAAALGH!
.

Oh, this is going
ek to get messy.

948-950

Really? Thet's uttahhy... AMAZING! Tothinkthet she
ken lowah the coefficient of friction enough to...

YOU'RE NOT SUPPOSED
TO BE PRAISING THIS!

For one, there's the giant-
ass pit just over here.
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Just a little childish

Hello all... I'd just like to let you know Wow... that was REALLY fucking childish.
that due to hoth having to pull 9to 10 h
hour days at work, comhbined with

being on-call and being woken up

repeatedhy in the middle of the night,
I'm not exactly overflowing with time
to make comic strips at the moment.

Vacation intro part 1

Ok... 50 here's the deal. Daemona, It's not uncommon to either The main thing that prompted this Stopping the comic however, no

my fiancee, has told me that | need . see in the shoutbox, email, | is work. On Monday, February the B | matter how temporariby... doesn't

to go on a nice, long vacation from or wherever someone tell 18th... which is a holiday here now, jive with me. It's been almost 6

the comic. I'm sure many, if not me "Take some time off I worked 13 and a half hours, with years without a permanenthy skipped
virtually all of my fans would agree. g already, you desenve it”, L very few, if any breaks. The fact e comic, and I'll be damned if work

And they may be right.
-

of the matter is that at this current * will break that. However, I've come

job, it's vasthy uncommon for me up with a way we hoth win... sorta.
It"s time to start a kinda sub-story
arc called "Acts of Kabutroid".

Vacation intro part 2

S0 yeah... with the wedding looming
closer, adding extra stress, it's E
ohbvioushy heen difficult on me. Thus,
from now until after the wedding...
April 18th... we will experience the
longest hout of pseudo-filler known
to Zeheth! Don't expect them on time,
either... I'll likely make it all during
weekends, or whenever | have time.

What will it he about? Amything a .god
could want to do on the planet. Abuse
my powers to make silly little... things,
that are still technically occuring in
the stordine... technically. You'll see
what | mean over time. Or | might just
chat, just as I'm doing right now, about
what's going on in life at the moment.

'.:.l =T

Don't want to see horing chatter or
pseudo-filler? No problem, | won't
feel the slightest hit bad if you decide there's no stress. If | actually

to just leave the site for a few months. h permanenthy miss a comic or four...
It'll get hack to normal sometime after _.;:__-.-_-' hey, no problem in my mind. With
the wedding like I said... just pretend . the extra "4 or 5 comics in a week”
I'm on vacation, and go outside and I've pulled a number of times over
geocache or something during the the years, I'm still ahead in my eyes.
time you'd normally read the comic. L:.I_ =

At this point... this IS vacation for me. g
I'm still making comics... sorta... and
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Vacation intro part 3

] — S £ H Hey Mother Brain... EENEEFN What's what? Over where? Could
And so, like | said... read... don't read I E El what's that behind you? E =l vou be a bit more specific? There's
1 lots of random crap around here.

it's all fine by me. Creating comics of
any sort lets me relax, and the full
plot is one less thing to worry about
with work and wedding stuff abound.
And remember, it'll snap back to
normal sometime after the wedding.

complete.
Time for

Hey Geruta... can YOU see
) | what sh's talking ahout? § i EFgg : See what? Like that chunk - E.ﬁﬁ;ﬂeﬂgtmmiﬂﬁf ’
Let's start hy ok ", ] of metal over there? Or [
swapping Mother like... that weird block?
Brain with a -
turnip, and see if

amyone notices.

Alone with your thoughts
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Daemona - 1, Kabutroid - 0

Ahh, there we go. Solwas thinking] Amavay... | decided to take a swing at it myself

today about how some foods are by mixing two things 1 enjoy... hot-chocolate

created by mixing completely drink... and sour-cream, which | add to like... It doesn't work for the record, so
different things, you somehow get [f tons of stuff. Daemona called me crazy... but apparently Daemona knows. Also, my
an awesome combination out of it. |} hey, lots of amazing things have come out of stomach feels kinda weird right now.
experimentation not unlike this... so who knows?

*poof*

AT} A}
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Online gaming at its finest

e L L (R e1¥ L=

Mudding... the true pinnacle of online gaming.
If your computer has ‘terminal'... you can run it.
The one | play is at falloutmud.org, port 2222.
The name that | use on there is "Thunk®. If
you're not familiar with how to access it,
consult vour local nerd. Or possibhy the internet.

i I G oy ners.
AT

Some people have asked over the years
whether | play online gaming. My typical
answer is along the lines of "hell no,
everyone online is a whiny sore-loser,
sore-winner, or just a plain old jackass.”

I would like to take this opportunity to say a0 f blood on the
that that isn't COMPLETELY true. |play
online gaming alright. Oh yes... online

gaming at its finest, 1 will indeed play.

No love

Meanwhile However, if my "heisenburg acceleration” theory So the average velocity of a tachyon very near
..50 the problem with THAT theory is that works in one direction, it has to work in the other. the speed of light could possibly be altered,
tachyons can't ACTUALLY be detected, If the particle earlier can be sped PAST the speed but if it crosses to slower than the speed of
since they're travelling past the speed of light. of light, there's nothing saying that the same light, would it even be a tachyon any more?

Well yknow, I've thought JLPTinciples couldn't work in reverse on tachyons. W' would think so. The intrinsic properties
ahout that possibility. . o of the particle shouldn’t be affected.
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