Cabin fever

Some time later S0... | know I've asked this about 50 times

now.... but how about a drink? Food? Amgthing? DO SOMETHING!

Holy god, it feels like I've heen
glaring at you for like... a week!

Hnnnope. A few hour's et most.

Hah, I'm good.

You're instead just going to
stand there, and stare at me.

Would if | could.
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Foiled yet again

So help me god, I'm going to glare at

him 50 hard that he will CRAWL his

ass out of here to get away from me!
...189 zoomah's on the wall, 459
zoomahs! if one of those zoomahs
should crawl off the wall, 458...

S0 Kraid, talk to me man! How
goes? What's new? What's up?

Hothin® much, really.

Hey guys, how goes? Well, not TECHHICALLY free,

OH SWEET MOTHER OF SPAGHETTI,

SOMEONE WHO'S NOT CROC-BOY! Come,

sit, stay and I'll give you a free drink!

but Crocomire Hunter's bunying.

Hey, feel free to leave
if you don't agree.

1090-1092

¥'know... | don't ectuelly heve money on me.
LDAMHNIT! You win this round.
Do 1 still get a drink?

Yeah, I'll just make Croc-hoy atah,
in case he ever starts having money.

Oh, right! 1looked at my
Samus poster for a while.
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Had enough

Hours later
..2865 wavah's fhan' up end down, 2865
wavah's flyin. If one of those wavah's...
Artie... Craig... Simon... poor
little Caroline with a chipped
corner... Edgar... Horace...

One track mind

Well, that certainly sucks. So...there -

amywhere in particular you wanna go? 'l

As a mattah of fect, I'd REALLY liketo go §
ovah to Gronky end see thet baby Gronky.

llr

r [ | ]
£ B il E i

Finally got a lead

CRIKEY! Thet heahts the eahs!

THAT'S IT! EVERYOME GET THE HELL
OUT OF HERE! oUTOUTOUTOUTOUT!N

1 dont care if you have to drag
yourself out with your teeth, QU T

[ | 0ther than go to the bar with Samus gone.

=} Yeah, | hear ya. There's like... nothing to do

Ectually... | don't think you DO heah me,
since | CLEAHLY said somethin® else.

That's weird... I'd swear | heard my nhame. [H

Bah, must he going stir-crazy in these
friggin' TUNMELS THAT NEVER END! GAH!

0Oh come on, I'm a paying customer!

You've had one drink. OME! Hours ago! And it
was a free drink ANYWAY! And now vou're hoth
just zoned out, staring at me. Mothing but HOURS
of your dull, vacant, empty STARING! HO MORE!!

I know, | know. I'm thinking we look for Samus

ﬁ' too. 1 SURE she'll still be mad, but the LAST time

I saved her from heing lost, she cooled down.
Umm, Gronky? Baby? Please?

a2 Elsewhere still...

Hello, | think I just heard the name of that
hunter I'm looKing for. Hell, vaguehy hearing
the name in the distance is a hetter tip
than I've gotten from amything else so far!

*sigh* FINE, if he doesn't want the pleasure of
our company any more, we'll take it elsewhere.

ECHK! Easytheah!

SAAAAAAMUULUUUUUSSSSI
CAN YOU HEEAAAAR MEEEE!!

And if they're being called THAT loudly, methinks
the hest place to find her will be with whoever
just called her. YES! I'm bhack in the game!
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A change in scenery

Andl... what the hell?'? For some hizarre reason,
I feel compelled to say that Kabutroid stupidhy
saved over the original strip for this, uploaded

it bwy accident, and can‘t remember in the
slightest for some reason what it used to he.

And 1 ALS0 feel compelled to wander around
a maze of tunnels for hours on end, because
"that's what's supposed to happen now".
GAH! GET OUT OF MY HEAD, GOD DAMMNITI!

Although | haven't the SLIGHTEST clue what
that means. Weird... some Kind of mind-control
stuff happening on this planet. I'll have to
report that to the boss when | report hack.

Several hours of totally not ad-libbing later...
Hmm... can't go wrong with a change
in scenery. Kinda... bubbly looKing, but
hey, whatever leads me to my goal.

Getting somewhere

About a half-hour later g8
8 Ok, | don't even know where the helll am any
more. If these damn cawverns would stop

Zig-zagying around, 1 might at least hawve
a half-assed chance of finding amything.

0Oohh, new ground again. At least this means
I'm not just going in circles or something.

Mot long after

Sweet crap, it's finally starting to open up
a hit. PLEASE tell me I've found a way out.

C'mon man, work with me here. I've got orders

to follow, so if you just hang on for like... five min-
Blah, hlah, blah, not listening. Although |
think I'll grant myself an audience with this
"hoss"™. They might actually be useful.

Woah, hold rt there. You uun't.iuuk I'ike any species
I've ever seen before. I'm gonna have to check
with the boss hefore 1 can let you go further.

You've gotta be shitting me. Look, I'm
not in the mood to be “turned back”.

1096-1098

Well, hopefully I'll at least meet someone
who knows more than their den location,
food source, and to "look out for the one
named Samus”. | swear, everyone knows
Samus, noone knows where the hell they are.

Great, I clone up a fresh me, and
now | have to deal with intruders
before | can even break me in.
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They meet at last

Ugh, too many annoyances. It feels like I've
bheen messing around here for friggin® MONTHS!
This hoss damn well hetter be worth all this.

And for all | know, there could

he OTHER brains... like, is there | =

a Father Brain, Brother Brain,
Daughter Brain, | don't Know.

Mo, Iit's a name. Kt's just me.
S0 now WHY are you here?

364

Yo, M.B, the intruder's almost |3
here. Just a heads-up. -

Bah, | REALLY should have gotten
around to installing those turrets
around here. Oh well, ho great loss.

i
..Serioushy, as in 'nowhere close’, or
seriously as in "hlatantly obvious"?

Oh, right! | was he... wait, wait,
just another few questions.

1099-1101

CRAP! | think he's alre-

Grat, now | heed to find a new
scout. And he was a good one, too.

] Yknow, | gotta say.. you're significanthy

less concerned than | thought you'd be
about the whole... me barging in here.

I've got thousands of other minions,
and a room full of spare hodies | can
transfer into. I'm not all that worried.

This would be where you answ-

0K, so "'obvious’ it is. Hey, | don't
know, | never saw pictures. It
could have been a nickname.

.. \WWe Kinda figured that, but |
was moreso hoping to elicit
a more elaborate explanation.

Oooookay then. So...
nothing else to add then?

Thaaat"s great.




A helping hand... brain

2 Ok, fine whatewver, I'll figure that out E - = It can be 'corned heef for all the

sometime later... bitch... let's just move —'l'_-.. difference it makes, now I've heen

this along. I've got a heef with Samus. jerked around WiRY too much latehy,
Any chance you can help me out here?

: - =B Ugh, fine, FINE, alright, fine, whatever.
_.,._ | was sent on a mission to this planet

Look, if you're just going to
to see if Samus is here, and if she is,

Intriguing. VWhat sort
of "heef” might this be?

God, it never ENDS! I'm hunry... I'm

| tired.... I'm almost batshit INSANE from §

1 Well that's just super. Time for
another forever of backtrack-
actualhy.. let's try something here.

s0 can you throw me a bone here?

Well fine, if you're going to be that
way, then mayhe | have no clue
who this "Samus" person is.

™ nnd | swear tn.. hII, h h we here?
iy Ok, don't get too excited here Samus...
N we've seen openings hefore that just

lead to another massive maze of tunnels.

So help me, if this does what | have the
unbelievably sinking suspicion that it does...

either Kill her or report back with how
powerful she is. I'm a Space Pirate,
and she's a sworn enemy of ours.

Hot exacthy the most difficult concept. |

But could it he? A DOOR! A SWEET,

WONDERFUL DOOR! Allow me to show
my deepest gratitude... by shooting you.

1102-1104

waste my time, then I'm g-
Hold on, hold on, geeze. I'm not
exacthy a fan of Samus myself,

s0 | think we can work out a deal.

Someone who might he ahle to
ACTUALLY help?? It's a miracle!

*sigh” And then | remembered that this
planet was designed by Metroid-thinmy:

DAMNIT METROID-THINGY! Let me guess... v
il every nne of the OTHERﬁﬂy dead-end rooms H

365



Bad time to ridicule

Well, no timelik te ree. L's
see what we've got in store for us here.

Kabs' favourite key

YES! Sweet, merciful crap, get me the hell
out of here. Beam me up, Metroid-thingA

366

Man, this Kinda weirds me out. And
50 help me, if there's a hidden pit
§ INSIDE this hidden path, there will
bhe hell to- wait, | think | see the end.

And if Metroid-thingy has even the SLIGHTEST
concern about her wellbeing, she'd damn well
hetter be watching me and making it basically
a straight line between here and the har.

Although in retrospect, gneen things tend
to be screwed up in general on Zebeth as
opposed to Zebes, | should mayhe have...
eh, screw it, as long as | get out of here.

0N

& Holy crap, it's SAMUS! Man, we didn't think you'd |,1.5 Seconds later
- EVER find your way out! You've heen passing S
3 the same spot like... a dozen times. We've heen

i laughing our ASSES off watching you go nd

Uhh, Sarm, it's probabhy no- |H

C'mon elevator, take me somewhere useful!

SWEET! I remember these

things from hefore Zeheth! [

Time to get the hell outta here. FESSSSSSy 1
TR T

d . :;"u": . f ;I"l.l"l
T T T T

Hey Kahs... Samus is begging for
all Kinds of bad luck. Want me to
hit the shortcut key for that?
Eeeehh, screw it. I'm trying to have
her HOT shoot me on sight for a while.

Ahh, gotcha.

I mean hell... the elevator wasn't one of
those stupid hidden pits, it"s actualhy
moving... there's not all that much else

that could even go wrong on the damn thing.
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So close

not pissing

off Samus’ thing you were trying to do?

Hey... vknow that whole
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Back to basics
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Damn computer

Mount of filesystem failed Mount of filesystem failed Mount of filesystem failed
We've gotta hurry, there's a Samus suffering! JER S U ENS U R T Ll =R Ly i B A maintenance shell will now bhe started. A maintenance shell will now be started.
0ah moh likely seveahly pissed off. CONTROL-D w.ill terminate this shell and re-try.| CONTROL-D w_ill terminate this shell and re-try.| CONTROL-D w_ill terminate this shell and re-try.
Telovant Samms! root@kabutroid-desktop:~# _ root@kabutroid-desktop: -~ # _ root@ka bulr Gl e

Well... this is certainhy
* B I N G* m less than encouraging.
1= iy

A e
[ [ .

Yay for Linux

Mount of filesystem failed Mount of filesystem failed = -
A maintenance shell will now be started. A maintenance shell will now be started. BING

CONTROL-D will terminate this shell and re-try.| CONTROL-D will terminate this shell and re-try. . LI N U X
root@kabutroid-desktop:~# root@kabutroid-desktop: ~# fsck _ Huh... well... that turhed

out hetter than expected.
s So... I'm not sure wha- wd

Where censored-
swearing at the
computer fixes

a corrupt file
system.

SUCK IT,
WINDOWS!

0Oh, wait, hold up...
l something's happening.

The path continues

{ back in Kraid's old area on Zebes. I'm just
1 stressed, and could mayhe use a drink about now.

J
|l ol el O el A el ) |l il el O ] R
[ | i T - oo e pe—_—-—
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Selective hearing

F r F r
| el il el i d ] ') !
- WE" time to bomb the shit out o... wa'rt a

Trying something else

Several minutes later

Ok, serioushy guys... | can still friggin®

hear it! Something's yelling its ass
off from somewhere in the back.
Enemy in the deep-fryer?

|_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I r|—| |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I I_l"l_l"l_|"r [

Comin' through

Minutes later

Hey Ridley... you hear something?

I hear the sound of you still owing me
for those last two drinks. That count?

I'll pay the rest in a hit,
you know I'm good for it!

WWhatever. Can you at least go... check on
it or something? t's giving me the willies,
and... oh wait... wait, ok, it's gone now.
Another problem solved.
That'll be five bucks.

ITS HER! | CAN HEAR HER
MELODIOUS VOICE HOW!

[l il o r
(ol ol ol ol ol ol ol el ol

*sigh* Pardon me a moment... | have

omsssonsssshAARAARAAAAAAAAAAAAAA A AAA A EFVWNITNWWFWW \AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAMAAAAAA AR T

Uhh, hey guys? |think we've got inco-

370

money to heat out of someone.

Hey... no alcohol is spilled on me.
What the hell, did he finish the
rest of our drinks in that time?1?

i
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Goodbye clear thinking

" [ [ Would you stop bashing him into the
But seriously, you've go- oh, WOW that's 4 4 door for half a second! That's not going

not good. Ok, dude man... serioushy.. : —_— : to work since [ used iy own locks on it!

0K, Kraid... | realize you're
excited as hell about some-
thing. That much is obvious.

— — — el

— — - .
r r E E r E r E
f ff Bt B el mE E e E S s E S e e e e e e el m e i e e m e E el e el e

Better safe than sorry

OK. let's take thi Sten at a i i i Ok... from what little | could understand of that, |
» let's take this one step at atime. I Ok, good, | guess. Two... what the hell we... | . il yot something about Samus being inside there.
One... drop Croc-boy... he owes me drink [ SN Actually, change that. Two... CLOSE YOUR B SAMUSISSTUCKINSIDESHESCALLING 8 Ridiculously unlikely... but if she's going rampant

money, | can't have hirm dying on me. B DAMH MOUTH ALREADY' Like... serious ] ANDCALLINGANDICANHEARHERAND § on my booze, I'd better check rt out just in case.
e —— 4 v B SHENEEDSMYHELPANDIGOTTAHELPHER! ] = :

r r r E
ol O ool O ol O ol el ol ol il ol il ol il ol il | (o0l ol O ol O ol O o O N ol Ol ol O el Ol ol O el il ol el ol el el el il |—| = |—| = =8 = |—|

Much to clean

One drag-Croc-boy-out of-the-way later d Yeah, yeah, hold onto your scales. You seem

Ugh... that was unpleasant. You're il to have a lot of faith in Samus somehow | | i ]
cleaning that up by the way. 3 getting behind this door, and then somehow L a ...You're cleaning th up tD-

[ Dude man, does the term
| RE-locking It... wrth a purple duur hehind her. “lost cause” mean anything t-

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, just
open the door and let her out!

Still... Iin quite a

bit of pain heah...
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Always the optimist

i I would if | could. | went down some stupid
Ok well, stay here and start cleaning up... - .
somehow. I'll go check for the Samus Wow... my booze room. How ER 4 hidden path, and now I'm stuck between

who must OBVIOUSLY he just inside here. L
e — : | completely unexpected. Jrgeell | Bl Samus?!? HEY! GET THE HELL
iy (AAARARNYY ink, think, think... what 4 OUT OF MY BOOZE ROOM!
Stop being overhy optimistic .. Wait, Ridley? | |
P i i i : i p

in the face of overwhelming
evidence to the contrany

Also, 'l told you =0’ by the way.

e [ = =
How's about 1 just BOMB my way
outta here and see what happens?

| | 1
sl sl | r_l_ [l r_u [}
el Ol ol O el Ol ol O el il ol ol

e Eeeeeee! If anyone so much as S0... dyou mean like... you'll eat
IR HEY KRAID, IF YOU MAKE SURE NOBODY DRINKS BREATHES on this alcohol wrong, their soul in FRONT of them, or that

s ANY ALCOHOL BEFORE IT'S ALL BACK IN THE you'll eat their eyes afterwards?

_ _ : ; r
BUT... given I've had some time to | ROOM, YOU'LL GET A *SPECIAL® THANK You From feall | will wrench out their SOUL i B Do you WANT to know?
think back here, | anticipated that i and devour it before their eyes! T ————
and came up with a solution.

o T o g — —_— k1

r F r F r F F r F
fl B B B B B P B e
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She DOES have a point

[l e e

i I [ I
== L
& Although you'd hetter have some ,r— 4 Oh sweet GOD is it great
' ' damn good “thank-you" planned. Bas
I'\.-'e got it covered. I_
' |
[

"

"Irlﬂﬂ_r! Bl

A man of his word

4 Oonohhhh... FINE. You're OBVIOUSLY

J not getting... well... me. But | GUESS

d | can sign your poster for you... make

4 it out ‘to Kraid, lowe Samus® or somthing.

MWVESOME! Al is forgmven!

Awww... that's all the thanks | get?
I REALLY did help out and stuff.

It's true Samus. If it hadn't heen
for him, you“d prohahly still he
stuck back there in those tunnels.

Might be a while

That aside... | think | need to stretch my legs and
get some booze into me. Sound like a plan?

WOOH! Hell, yes. But
after you sign my poster.

Mo, | imagine not. Well... unless
some stupid idea springs to his
mind that he gets all excited about.

1126-1128

# Oh yes. Thank you Kraid. 1 do
& truby appreciate your help on this.

to be out of thus tnels : S

— i — T~ = i g

r r F L E r T-L E E r E r E
f B B B Ef B B e B e m e B e B B E e e

il B o i ml el E E

By the way... | know I'm going to regret asking J
this, but what's with that... what looks like
used to be a Melia there behind Ridley?

He hreathed on the alcohol wrong.

Ml That's... Kinda what | figured.
J wWell... | called it... | regret having
L| asked that. Let's get outta here,

r
| =l el e e e e e

Yeah, he has the attention span of a
grapefruit. Give him a few hours tops.

Well, sighing the word “love" with a heart
instead of an "0"7? That probably didn't help.

HE ASKED ME TO! And | Kinda felt
obligated. Whatever, let's drink.

‘Ello? Amyone? "0Ow did you even
step ovah me without noticing me?
You stepped on me legs! it really

hurt! Especially Kraid! Ello? Ello?!?
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Unexpected disgust

Known too well

1129-1130




Staying put

Adventure time!
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Couldn't find my pencil
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haanperi.

I feel good about it. it's like something,

Something right in the world
somewhere has gone "right" in the world. gl

What, no, I'm fine with all that. Dude man, stop f

Ok, well first we sh-woah. What the hell?

What? Did you suddenty realize thet
yoah en idiot, end | need rest end "ealing?

What? No, nothing like that.

Ho, it's like... | don't Know how to describe
it. But I feel different. Abhout me. About you.

Different, es in "I feel hed about "urting pooh
Crocomiah Huntah", oh "l shouldn't he dreggin’

trying to make this about yourself all the time.

I'M IN EGONIZING PAIN RIGHT NOW!
See, there you go again. You've gotta
stop doing that. it's not very nice.

0Oh, go to "ell.

Ken | please go heck to the hah end rest?
I'm feeling too good to do nothing.
Let's go find us some adventure!

“im to god knows weah because yoah' hored?"

These are generally what the crew looks like on paper
I can say that I've inked a comic strip

Oh woah, you get to see what Zebeth looks like when it's still in notepad form!
but *different shaped* between them! And of course now,

kinda stick figure blobs more or less,

*snicker* *snickerx*.
just to show

I'm a bit glad that a few hand-drawn prototype comics found their way as full strips while the computer was acting up,
I'll get it down (or even the notepad app on the

whatever I have on hand. If the idea is there,

the build process. Yah pen or paper,
cellphone, get them word bubbles typed)!

1133-1134
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Not adventurous enough

S0 enough lazing around... let's go do stuff? Are you still going on about that? Stop being . Oohh, stop Pfit, hoooooring. YWho wants to listen to that
ECK! It wasn't lazing around, it was W such a sourpuss. I've got a feeling that cool heah, stop Dessgeega whine on and on about nothing.

the fect thet | ken BAHELY MOVE! stuff is just WAITING for us to come across it. * 5 i heah! Kraid! . No, | want to see the Gronkies!
Well, theah IS occasionalhy , -
interestin’ stuff heah end theah. JENTS
YAAAARY! THAT'S 'l-.rJ- -
the spirit finalhA ‘o *grnnk*

Dessgeegas are stupid amavay. Adventure time!
*gronk*

*gronk*

Ry |y
|1=l
— e e A

-!r_
r r 'thum
| |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_|_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I I'_l"l_l |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I = I‘p"

Oh, hey, wait, you! Samus, where's Samus? @ ...amything like adventure, adventure, lots n'
She's at the bar. Adventure, adventure lots of adventure, hecause it's fun and fun is...

Ken you PLEASE stop singing end stop foh a 4 I'm looking for adventure, adventure... Uhh, Kraid? | ken't really see amything, but
minute? I'm gettin® dizzy heah always lookin' up. o | think thet beck theah WS en edventure.

ddventure,
adventure,
where stuff
is always adl...

E [ F F | | F E [ | F
i i i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e el e e e e e e e e e e e el e e

Too good of a story

S0 ammway Ridley, you were saying

T ?
Well, they were surprisingly forthcoming about the Sidehopper and the beer?

with that info. Last time everyone is ﬂhh;;"? mseel agqin;tﬂ_::!:le h,::' "
useless, and now the first time | ask for opefully Samus is still here. Well, Whatever, | want to hear the end of this.

help it's like BAM, instant confirmation. ﬂ;h;]?;:t;a;]?::l:ughmét Il‘Etaﬁ 5ruep I'll just Keep re-freezing hirm for a while.
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Time for some cleanup

What seems like months later...

Serioushy? How long are you going to Keep
re-freezing him. This is getting boring as hell.

Y know, you're right.

Done and done. Let's deep-fry
what's left of this... I'm hungry

Well... that was

certainly abrupt.

Y'know what else is abrupt? kMy hunger!
How c'mon... let's get this over to the
deep-fryer quickhy hefore it gets all gooey.

That"s... a little disturhing.

Aren't you curious what
a space pirate tastes like?

|_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I r|—| |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I r|—| |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I r|—| |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I |_I

Finally indeed

Elsewhere, at that exact same moment...

Waaaait a minute...

OH SWEET JESUS, YOU'RE
BACK! HELP US, FOR THE

Alright, here LOVE OF ALL THINGS HOLY!

we are. Yep.
*gronk*

’gfan*
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That WS an adventure hack there!
Stuff was TOTALLY happening!

THET"S WHAT I"VE BEEN SAYINGIM

Like... thinking hack on it, did you notice that there
were TWO Gronky-type things sitting there?

Serioushy what the hell is up with that?
1

S0... umm... what was the plan now? t's not
like | can speak... whatever the hell sound that
is. YOU'RE the one that wanted to come here.

Well, put me down foh one.

*yronk*

’gfan*

Alright, done and done. Go do...
whatever it is you plan to do.

ECHK! Cahful, I've been lying down Toh like...
fohevah. Bit dizzy heah. OK... fihst up...

*gronk*

*gronk*

1138-1140

THET'S WHAT I'VE BEEN
TRYING TO FIND QUT!I

Well c'mon man... mention something next time!
Let's go back and find out exacthy what's going on.

‘EY! QUIET!

Serioushy? That's all it took?17?
All of that... ALL of that? BUT I'VE
BEEN SCREAMING THAT FOREVER!!

Yeh, but they ectually like me.




Question answered

Ok Gronky... let's heah it. So what's Mmmhmm, ok, thet makes sense. Ok, so bein' a glitch end all, e's interected with Not even shighth. Howevah, thet explanation seems
with thet theah baby Gronky? End what about you gronking et othah glitches during thet big glitch time, end got R to make the most sense of everythin', doesn't it?

thet box end these two fellas heah? pregnant end gave heath. Es foh the gronking, - - -
'e just realhy, really likes you guys because yoah Oh for... so you were just blind guessing then.

*gronk* “gronk*

*gronk* *gronk* *gronk* also a glitch, so e sees you Kind like 'is femihy, EDUCATED blind guessing.
*gronk® sgronk* ’IJT'D“IH* Holy crap! You speak Gronk?1?

Theah's a difference.

h'-l'u.'l""‘. rlFr|,.,.‘| II!I,.- E . ;_ \ &
SELe? wuLon L et Y r_l._'.u..FuEL Y ok Y ,_L.'u.ruﬂ

i I_l'l_l |_I |_I |_I |_I = =0 =i |"I_| |_I ol O ool N ol O el ol ol Ol ol i [l |_I =i = =i == |_I = = = |_I = = = B |_I = =1

*gronk* Go to hell.

*‘i 11"‘"|

Ignorance is bliss

Ok, s0 more importantly than blind guessing... *gronk* Ok, so from what | gathah, e'll agree to be *sigh* Do | even WANT to know why
can you mayhe tell them to... | dunno... o away? gronk* guiet, end will wandah away aftah a while. vou're pretending to speak Gronk,
Or at least be quiet? Or ideally, finish us off? S— *gronk* 1 don't think e'll finish you off though. or should | stay blissfully ignorant?

Thet's a good guestion, lemme check. o, . You don't have the slightest clue what he | It’s probably foh the best if

Gronky, did you ketch those gques- *gronk* gronk said, or even if he understood any of us. | ¥ou stuck with numbah two.

*yronk® Yeah, | figured as much.

*gronk*

*_gru:lk* ‘gronk* *gronk*

T
| ] o4
: T iy - :
o 1#0
A et L r_l._'.u..FuEL e
c-—-_v—-_v—-_v—-_v—-_-—-_v—cv—c-cv—c-—cv—cv—cl—cv—c-—cv—cv—ccv—-_v—-_v—-_v—-_-—-_v—-_v—-_v—cv—ccv—-_v—-_v—-_v—-_-—-_v—cv—cv—cv—-

So close. ..

End with all that solved, et"s time to mowve on.
FOR THE LOVE OF GOD, WHAT ABOUT US?17 y
‘|‘ep, time to mowve on. You're moving pretty well S0 soon.

Strugglin® through it, since et's hettah than
the alteanative... you. But weah ectually PAUSE PAUSE
accomplishin® stuff! STUFF'S BEIN® DONEM!

Zebeth on hold for 2 weeks while Zebeth on held for 2 weeks while
Kabutroid is away on vacation Kabutroid is away on wacation
Returning July 16 Returning July 16
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They never learn

Ahh... that was some sweet vacation. But Waell, whatever. | think they know ~mygodohmygodohmyyodohmyyod, thank

I suppose | should go unpau... aw damnit, me by now, and Know not to do god I'm back in the jar, thankyouthankyouth...
1 don't think | ever got around to fixing that stupid things when | go away. o 3 -I!. L

stupid 'pause’ hug. Well... crappity hell. ' T o

*UNPAUSE”®

ch WELL... SEEMS A4 BIT... MISSING OF PEOPLE,
1 [y | L BUT OTHERVWSE I'VE SEEN WORSE RETURNS.
ry ' LET'S JUST TAB OWER TO THE NEABEST NON-

i — MINION ACTIITY AND SEE WHAT HAPPENS.

E *TAB*
= [T s s = T

Croc-boy never misses

ankyouthankyouthankyou... ...a% the greatest thing EVAH! And how you found her without seeing too... damn.

. " . - - Ok, | SERIOUSLY need to get the visualization of
I know, right? And because of that stupid pause}] 'Ey; | scout around studyin® enemies. I've ! -
glitch thing, nobody could see ANYTHING! | hasically memorized the layout of this place. that out of my head, for the love of all things holy.

i i Let's get a celebratory crikeving drink at the bar!
mean, you were doing this by SOUND ALONE! But then again... why she was out of g v g

Who would heve thought I'd evah ECTUALLY get her jar. Oh god. The things | heard. ‘-‘Eg!t U‘:Ei']ll t;:in¥ ct:uuTﬁEIg:g}E’
the chence to crikey Mothah Brain a new one?#17? Yeah... let's not talk about thet evah again, Evah, end 1o fohget. -

LT
UGH... WELL, LET'S SEE WHAT ELSE IS GOING ON
HEARBY... SOMETHING OB\HOUSL‘I‘ HAPPEMED.
= LA T *TAB*

mmmiﬂiﬂhmmm e

Celebrate good times

BAR! BAR! BAR! BAR! BAR! BAR! BAR! BAFR! Well, | havent the slightest clue Well, you guys are in a disturbinghy happy mood.
what's going on, but | get the feeling I'm a bit scared to ask, but what's going on?

*gronk* i : : : : : : : iy wallet is going to enjoy it. I just crikeyed the HELL outta Mothah Brain!

BAR! BAR! BAR! BAR! BAR! BAR! ..BAARAAHAHAHAHAHAHAM
BAR! BAR! BAR! BAR! BAR! BAR!

i £l
‘ ] = oy = "* I.‘-"
FOR THE LOVE OF GOD, ] L x 'I::rl:l:rl:l:rl:l:rl:l:rul:l:rhn:rl:l:rn:rl:l:rl.- f
HELP US, IT DIDN'T WORK! s -
o
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Not the fondest memories

0Oh thank god.

But | ken give es much es | ken.

Damn it all to hell!

Well, spit it out, how"d it happen?
Details man, | need details!

I'd actually rather not relive
those memaories, thanks.

I couldn’t really give amy visual
descriptions eithabh... all this took
place when the plenet was paused.

el O ol Ol ol Ol ol O ol O ol ol Ol ol el Ol s |l Ol ol el ol el el Ol ol O ol ol )

Punishment served

Bah, stupid guys, chasing me out of nmy own har |
with stories that | REALLY don't need to frickin'
hear. Mayhe | should just go back and banthe §
comversation under penalty of sobriety. Or may-

OH SWEET MERCIFUL SPAGHETTI MOHSTER,
THAT'S... THAT'S... OH MOTHER. OF PEARL! Ril§

THEM THAT PART! WHY 2!

Well, that's good to hea-
wait, where'd croc-hoy go?

He may have been... thrown. Yiolenthy.

50.... that end the conmversation, or
what am | about to walk into here?

1147-1149

DUDE MAH! WHY DID YOU TELL B

So amaway... on with the crikeyving. End boy, was
it EvH a crikeying! Why, she's so big, theah was
almost moh body then 1 could crikey!  Almost.

¥'know what, screw this, I'll
come back when you're done.

Yeah, whatever, get on with it!

LLL;____EEE__IH == Féf__lH:?L_

AFE K AFE K F
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That would explain how you even managed
to pull it off in the first place. 1spent most of
that time sneaking more hbooze into my glass.

0Oh, suck it up, wou charge
too much for this as is.

1

L
| PR

rtunini
l"l

0On the plus side, there's a
distinct possihility that they'we
already been punished.

If et's not too much trouble, could | possibhy get
a drink heah? Hopin' to numb the pain a bit.

Don't worny. | caught him.

Yeah, but it was with your mouth
Ophelia, so I'm fine with that.

Hey, it's not like | bit down.

That's like saying being thrown into jagged
rocks is fine hecause you weren't crushed, too.

0h, screw that. Croc actually wants
to drink, I'm paying. | TOTALLY want
to see what he's like when plastered.

o

7 Ejk

r E r

381



A sudden glimpse

Eh, s'fine by me... o long as someone's paving. Man, have you SEEN how much blood loss he's had -.HOW IN THE HELL DOES SOMETHING

P—— recently? He's got to have like.... half a cup of blood LIKE THAT EVEN COME OUT OF YOUR )
Umm... are you sure that's wise? Do i hitm by now. Honesthy, I'm not even sure how he MOUTH?'? Shit, say something else, let's

you even know how much he can hasn't gone into hypovolemic shock as is, but with see if we can harness some actual insight
drink? Hell, for all we know he could even one drink his blood alcohol concentration is from this brief glimpse of brains here.
he able to out-drink us all or something. B yoing to SKYROCKET with that level of anemia.
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Can't be THAT bad

S0 Croc-hoy, whatcha having? Umim, ectually you guys ah gettin® WAY too Well clearly the most logical solution
What're the options, Ridley? excited about this foh me likings. Uhh... T dunno, | heard Tequila. i to mix all of those together.
We've got Rum, Scotch, Vodka, Tequila, what's the LEAST elcoholic thing you've got? — I don't like weah this is going.
Rye, Gin, and I'm sure | can improvise th ™
some other distilled things if needed.

X
Py i

T E|Ejm
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TMI

How c'mon Croc-hoy, get over here. Youre Pfft, give it time. After being blasted by Y'Know... if vou wanna blast me with There is SO much TMI in there, | don't even Know
acting like we're going to Kill you or something. Samus like... a jillion times, it's gotten so | - V0 where to begin. DAMNIT! What the hell am |

Besides, you've survived far worse than that. almost Kinda look forward to it sometimes. missile right now, 'm not going to argue supposed to do NOW when you're being stupid?
- it. In fact, | probably had it coming.
Thet doesn't Yeah, aft- wait, what? Well, you could blas-

mean | enjoy it. SHUTUPSHUTUPSHUTUP!
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Dark times

Oh hey, guys, random note for you. Rumour
has it that Metroid-thingy's friends gave her

her hirthday presents early this year. Nothing good can come of

Huh...wonder what she got that i : this. Dark times are coming.
would warrant early presents. i

= el e el el el e o & e e e e e el ol

Success!

0Oh COME ON! After ALL of the effort Ho. Itook a single sip like... three seconds ago.
Alright, we've got your Tequila-Gin-Rum-Yodka we went to to get this ready for you... WOOOOOH! THIS ES THE GREATEST FEELIN' | ken't even fethom what you expected from thet.
ready. Time to get rid of that pain you talked about. Thet was like... two minutes. EVAH! 1 THINK | KEN SEE THROUGH TIME! | I dunho. Something, | guess. .
I'm ectually feelin® pretty good by now. Whatever, we took effort. The least KEN'T BELIEVE WHAT I'VE BEEN MISSING HEAH! The tip of me tongue es slighthy tingh:
you can do is at least drink this for us.

g Pl e e s P
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What type are you?

Not long after A bit more hooze later e | can't tell if this is sad or funmy. Man, he sucks
Hey guys. Guysh. Guys. Hey. |think... ¥know, this hizarre mixture actually isn't bad. wEnd.... end thet Zheela, “sniff* She wash g at being drunk. Mo... this is just Kinda annoying.
hey. Guys? Hey, Ithink I've... | think I'm... Ttold vou man. It sounds like it sho |nnushe!|... _*s:lrff*... ljush... | jusht *S0B* OH GOD RIDLEY I'M SHO
is this what drunk is like? Wow! Guysh... shuulﬂﬂhe a trainwreck, but it's wanna help *sniff*... want themsh to live... SHORRY FOR... FOR CRIKEYING YOI

Alright, now we're getting somewhere. actually red GUYS! *sniff* Guysh... why... | ] 223and we have now determined that Well, at least | sorta got an apology out of this.
why doesh you heve to kill? Croc-boy is the crying type when drunk. ,.

G
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Negotiating skills

Well, dumping water on him did jack all. Kraid, you
wanted this to happen, yvou damn well hetter fix it.

Ugh. What if | say 'no'?

I'll tear down and burn that
poster in the pog room.

«end... end the
Melia. *sob?

Woah, hey... let’s not he hasty here. Outta the
way... I'll take care of this problem here. For
the love of all things hohy, I'll take care of this.

*sniff* if | hed only tried

hahdah, | could heve

gotten to thet Geemah...

A £ TE| ) b

Desperate promises

r E r

the enemies? Kenyou Keep em-

Steady there. Now, | need you to
listen reeeeeeally closely to me.

HO! NO! HONONONONONO! Just wait, just wait
a minute. I've got this, just gimme a minute.

Oh, go nuts man. it's going to he GLORIOUS
how deep you dig yvourself into this hole.

"S0B* ET'S JUST A POOH
Z00OMAH! HOW COULD
YOU EVEN THINK OF DOI-

CROC! Croc hoy, take it easy now. | just went

insane there for a minute. | do that, right?
*sniff* Y-you do, yep.
0Ok, so let's just forget that the last

minute or so existed. Let's start over.

I'm your friend, right? Your buddy?
*sniffle* Yeah, you ah.

Hey... hey Croc-hoy. Crocomire Hunter. Hey,
can you hear me in there? Talk to me, man.

*sniff* Ken... ken you help me save

Try* *sniﬁ* O-okay...

YOU WILL STOP THIS CRYING
RIGHT NOW, OR | WILL FIND
AND STOMP ON A ZOOMER!

l1| L J—.mﬂ.

|
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Ok, now we're- FZOOMER STOMP! DAMNIT! WHY

CAN'T | GET THAT VISUAL OUT OF MY HEAD?1?

OH GO0, WHY?!? YOU GOTET
STUCK IN ME HEAD NOW TOO!

As | said... glorious.

CROC-BOY, | WILL KISS A ZOOMER
RIGHT ON THE MANDIBLES RIGHT
NOWY IF YOU STOP YOUR CRYING!

*sniff* You mean it?
Damnit, so close. Also... eww.

E E r
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Return of the Trabnagian

*shiff* Awright, aw *hic* right. But you'd
hettah be true to yoah wohd. Yoah me
friend, end | don't want you kin® to me.

Don't worny, | got friends man.
I've got connections. | got this.

384

THE TRABNAGIAN! The last remaining
Trabnagian hesides me is the Zoomer! HE
will help me out in my time of need! He MUST!

UGH! God, now THERE™S an
enemy | could stand to never
see again. Also... still evww.

But seriously? | haven't seen that guy in like...

forever. What makes you think he's still alive,
even remotely nearby, and will agree to this?

Oh, | can pretty much guarantee
the first of those two things.

1156-1158

Wait, what?!? How?!? Where? HOW?!?

Yeah, he's heen living on top of the har
recruiting new tribe members. They just
avoid the hell out of you when you're here.

0Oh god... there's more?

WOOOQO0H!




Important things first

Ok, for starters, | think they started recuit-

NAMES MAN, HAMES!
Important stuff first!

Like HELL | give two shits ahout their names!
I don‘t think | even HEARD them say a name.

Howmanyhowmanyhowmanyhowmany??7 What
are their names? When did they start to recruit?
For the love of god man, what are their NAMES?17?

Wait, is that the only reason you haven't blithered
your ‘long’ hame to me ever since back then?

Oh right, the whole "no saying hames in
front of non-tribe members' thing. Dang.

0Ok, well whatever... jerk. But amyway, what can
you tell me about them Ridley? Whatwhatwhat?

I don't know! They come here and drink
whenever Samus isn't around. Just friggin® go
out there and ask them your own damn self.

r':r&rn:rl!:!n!r S'
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Got-gotta shee if he keepsh
hish end of th-*hic* the deal.

Alright, one for

Well... this is going to be either
annoying, or hilarious. Bets ampone?

A difficult choice

Mo, yv'see, it's a long story. Basicalhy,
there's this thing going on where

Samus is going to Kill the crap out of

my poster if | don't cheer up Croc-hoy,
and he’ll only he cheered up if 1 Kiss a [Jif
Zoomer to prove that | like you guys. |

Umm... well, for one... no. For two...
what? Three, no. Four, WHY?1?
And five, six, seven... WHAT#1?

C'mon man, | need this.

Hnnot exacthy helping. |

1159-1161

rious,
one for disturhing, got it.

What? Who's dow- oh, HEY MAN! It's
been a while! Whatcha heen up to la-

F

- = Awwww DAMNIT! SERIOUSLY? Croc,

that's the OHLY way? SERIOUSLY?!?
Shorry, I've set me drunken mind on et.

For the love of... just... just give me a minut
to discuss this with the other Trabnagians.

L ——
F

Well crap. | could care less
about your stupid poster...

I'M NOT THAT SPECIES AND NEITHER

|

But ANYWAY, this IS to cheer up Crocomire |
Hunter... and you ARE still a Trabnagian... | THE ONES | DON'T HAVE TO KISS! §

= -
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T 1
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Valid concerns

*mumble* *grumble* Kraid
*grumble* mandible...

Remember... for a fellow Trabnagian! )

*GRUMBLE" "mumble”

Man, | am going to love destroying
the crap out of that stupid poster. =

The deciding factor

50... nothing | can do to change
your mind? Recruit some new
trihe members? Booze? C'mon!

Cool, I'll see you guys later,
I've got a poster to destroy. |

The valley of the shadow of death

Minutes later 0Oh god... oh god... so close... S0 very,

very close. |1 saw into the chasm...
but all that was there... was eternity.

Hey, take it easy man. You've seen
things that would Kill a lesser bheing.
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What makes ¥OU so confident that
they're going to turn me down?

I Dude man... you're Kraid. “Nuff said, |
|— down here and let's do this thing.

-I_

Well, there IS always the worry that he
gets a man-crush on me afterwards,

but I'm willing to tak'pjoace don't make me vomit. fy

Son of a hrlt:h s0 close.

How don't get over-excited just yet. As
much as | fear being eaten, and as little
as | care about the poster... let's not

You've done things no sane creature
should ever endure. Here, have a drink
on the hou-... half-... 10 percent off.

*sniff* Thanks. Just... just give me a
minute. My legs are shaking so bad...
F

i S everal minutes later
r

Oh, it has nothing to do with the
tribe. As afellow member, we'd do
just about amything for you. We're
just afraid you'd... Yknow... eat us.

WHAT?!? SERIOUSLY?!?I

Mot on purpose. We all just thinthat hen
we're hear your mouth, you'd just Kinda...
swallow us. Purehy out of force of habit.

r Gotta say, thet IS a velid concern. ala
Unquestionabhy. £
. |a

= |
=l

WHAT? WHY NOT?!?
But... hut... the tribe!

And my blasting the crap out
of you will screw YOU over.

End if you do, by god | will crikey
the evahlovin' PISS out of you.

You have no idea. How let's check the
Iengths again... not a centimeter too long!

Well, that cowvers one prnem But
there's one other precaution | need...

0Oh, stup_exaggerat_ing @Iready. The rope held. And
jus‘t relax, it"s all over now. You're safe in here. I'm rEIatn.-‘Ely certain | didn't steal part Df}ﬂ]ur soul.
I saw into the afterlife in there. But therewasno || YOUR TONGUE TRIED TOWRAP AROUND

bright light... only darkness lay within. | don't think ([ MY LEG AND DRAG ME INTO THE ABYSS!
lentirely escaped. My soul feels... incomplete. And | already said I'm sorry, GEEZE!
!

Mo problem, no problemiulipriceagainin0seconds...
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Good enough

Yeah, ok, whatever, you're in one piece. You're
alive, | got what | needed, you're scared stupid,
I'm still hungry. What say we call it even?

F I'll take that as a ‘ves'.
: I &
- Wl __

r E E r E r

r

Croc-hoy, tell me the good word! Was that
not what you wanted? Gonna stop crying, and
I'll Keep my poster, and everyone is happy?

Except Samus?

%

,;ﬁ 1 . : - e iy W . : -
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N | e W he | EECN A

r
E E r

*hic* Hon-honeshthy, | ken bahly remembah th-
pest helf-houah oh so. Did we leave the bah?
Di- *hic* did you evah get around to Kishin® the-
thet Zoomah? Yoyou shtill needsh to do thet,

%

r
E E

You have GOT to be shitting me!

*hic* Eehehehehe... Haw... it-itsh cool.
I was jusht *hic* jusht meshin® with ya.
¥OU SUCK! Oh holy god, | almost crapped myself.

Wow... you're a jerk
when you're drunk.

Good enough!

2

e o e e e e o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e el e el e el

A quick recap

0K, so ANYWVWAY... what the hell was going
on before all of this idiocy happened?

Wanna hear my full tribe name again?
I'm not supposed to say it, but it's Kraid
Yon Mortimer Reanna Drake McWestley..

I don't care how excited you are about finding
the Tragnabians again, Tollow the damn rules.

Trabnagian.

Whatewver, | don't care. | willturn
yvou into a fine paste if you continue,

FIMNE... spoilsport.

But lessee... if | recall, Croc-boy was telling
everyone about crikeying Mother Brain a
new one, and that got this whole ball rolling.

WOOOO0H! CRIKEY'D "ER. GOOD!
Right, right. Holy hell, it HAS heen a while.

Aaaand before that, me and Croc-boy were
talking with Gronky and the baby Gronky.

| #ell that- wait, what?
Yeah, you didn't notice the tiny Gronky hefore?

I try to ignore Gronky at the hest of
times. God, there's TWO now?17?

F [ F |
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A moment of silence

A moment of silence for my mother, Julia Harder.
Cancer took her from us in hospital surrounded
by loved ones at the age of 69 on April 7, 2012,
She will forever be remembered and missed.

Ty "

e e e

y

A strip created in honour of my mother, who
will always be remembered as a loving and
caring woman. She has been battling with
cancer for years, which moved from her
lungs to her brain, and eventually claimed
her life. She gave us her love, and was well
enough the day hefore when we ate Easter
dinner with her at the hospital. She died
while | held her hand by her side, and will
always be in my mind.

Restin peace, Julia Harder... Mom.

1165-1167
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Time for another greeting

Oh, totally. And the baby one is
just as talkative as the first one!

Talkative?!7? You mean god-forsakenhy

annoying? And | don't think you can
call that "talking' at the hest of times.

Well, have fun | guess. I'd tell you
not to do amything stupid, but we all
know that'd be a waste of my breath.

Ho, wait, Samus... DAMHNIT! Endless,
unidying love of my life going one way...

388

Well, Croc-boy can talk to them... 1 think. I'm not
sure. Whatever. But amavay yeah, there's two
of 'em. Also, s0me weird green guy with claws
sorta like Metroid-thingy was Kicking around.

Yeah, don't worry about that one. I'm pretty
sure he won't he turning up amdgime soon.

OH GOD, WAIT A MINUTEM

i ACK! What? This better be important.

Rids, you thought THAT was creepy, he just
put me on just as high a pedestal as Samus.

_f. .

e e
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S0 whaddya wanna do? | don't think we were
doing amything important for the most part.

Letsh go talk to the Gronkiesh again!
S0 wait, you actually CAN talk to them?

...0K then. 1vote we let you sit here and sober
up, while | go and check out what Mother Brain
is up to. it might not do much, but I think it's
ahout time for another... meeting with her.
Jus-jusht a nice meetin®, right? *hic*
Yeah, sure, let's go with that.

The Trabnagian! Where'd he go?!? He was on
your bar like... a minute ago! 1 still wanna ask
ahout the tribe, and say "bye" before we go!

E r E E r
m il B i i e

Oh wonderful, my anticipation
knows no hounds. Take your time.

1170

| went somewhere far less likely to he
shot, eaten, or crikeyed when | figured
the conversation was starting to wrap up.

Oh come on, yvoure not STILL pissed
off at me almost eating you, are you?

PART OF MY SOUL IS MISSING!
o

F
=

1 You're awesome man, thanks for
| being so understanding. BACK SOON!

Did... he just take my comment as
something other than sarcasm?

| worry about him sometimes.
As we all should Ridley.. that
one"s not guite right in the head.

I I O




A little too happy

SAMUS! SAMUS! SAMUSSAMUSSAMUS I'm mayhe SEVEN SECONDS into my Mother That's... wow. |don't know whether if you can pull me out of any hidden pits and
SAMSAMSAMSAMSAMSAMSAMSARMIN R Brain guest, and you're already driving me to be pissed off or disturbed by that. act as my meat-shield as needed, let's go.

Sweet holy crap in a handbasket, batshit insane. This had better be the most Ima come with you to Mother Brain! - YAAARY! MOTHERMOTHERMOTHER!

: Blissfully ignorant to what Ugh... you'd better get a LOT less
IANNAC OMERMYANNAC OME! you said... works for me. annoying if you value your face.

So | can go then?

what the hell is wrong with you? important thing I've ever heard in my entire life.

An acceptable offer

Hot long after... If you even REMOTELY wvalue your face, you will
get me QOUT of this hidden pit, or | will turn your
skull into a fine, red, horribly charred paste!

50... are you ready to tell me that “you .'E!.aaalllrightyther_l, looks
need me how more than ever' yet? like I'll take that instead.

E F F F | F
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Always been there aka: Post-Mexico strip 1

That stupid giant hat! What the hell It feels kKinda comfortable. Mo, | think

dpn't ren_lemher _there being so damn many | dunno... wasn't | always 1'WOULD KHOWY IF YOU HAD BEEN
hidden pits last titme we found Mother Brain. ? ? wearing it or something? [JJ| VWWEARING THAT FOR FOREVER!

Man, I'm getting Kinda turned around here. | ELSE would | be asking ahout?!? I've always worn this thing on my head.

Can't help much there, | was crap with No. Noyou were NOT WOOH! That implies that you
directions back then, and I'm crap now. always wearing it. pay attention to how | lnok!

i pv il o md B e e e e e e
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Girly drinks aka: Post-Mexico strip

Meanwhile...| Kahs, girlfriend, whatup? Haven't

seen you in like... forever and a day.

 Just got back from a hig trip. Far away,
warm, tons of drinks... it was epic.

2

| said "what can | get you'?
Oh, uhh... gimme a Pifia Colata?
Sure, |- wait, what?
mean a Cosmopolitan. Or, err... no, a

| strawberry daiguiri. Wait... tequila. Yeah.

a
.l =
’ a
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A figment of the imagination
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Several minutes later

*grumble* I'm not sure whether | actually WANT
to know where that stupid thing came from, or
whether I'd actually get stupider for knowing.
Where what stupid
thing came from?

Just trying to help

There, there Samus... take it easy now.
Deep breaths. Just... calm down here,
and we'll figure this out together.

‘gasp*
*pant*

fume* % ... k

&
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What the hell do you THINK I'm talking

ahout?!? I'm talking abo- OH WHAT THE

HELL?#%#? What'd you do, take pity on

me and throw the damned thing away?
Throw what away? You're
Kinda losing me here, Samus.

Mayhe it"ll help to cool off a hit. Mayhe get
more fresh air. Mayhe take your suit off,
that'd probabhy help. Probabhly help a lot.

1174~
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THE HAT! THE STUPID, GIANT HAT THAT WAS
JUST ON YOUR STUPID, GIANT HEAD!
Take it easy there, Samus... | think the
stress of... | dunno, walking is getting
to you. Mayhe you just imagined it.

I DID NOT IMAGINE THE GIANT HAT!

—
=
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Umm... by amy chance did you spend your entire
trip ordering nothing but girly drinks that, as a
guy;, you can never, ever order where you live?

A HNO! NEVER! Give me tequila. 1 would

HEVER drink those delicious, delicious,
sweet drinks. “zniftt* Il miss them so much...

Fi
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Hey, check out what | swiped off of Kraid's
head... WITHOUT HIM EVEN NOTICING!

¥ r r r
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Several minutes later
Man, | feel AWESOME now. Thanks, Kraid!

You didn't hawve to repeatedhy Kick my
nose after hlasting it with missiles.

| had to make sure it was unpleasant.




He gots memories

Ho, no, not that. This time. Although, (RS Right. Amaway though, I'm pretty But... but | gots memories and stuff. And |
how that you mention it... | spy, with- S sure we're going the wrong way. don't remember this jaggedy green area.
e It's flattening out now. And we're at

least still going in the right direction,

50 let's just see where this takes us.

S0 help me god Kraid,

if you 'l spy’ something ' - ! —~ Ok, | guess.

green even OME more
time, you'll PRAY that

1 only Kick in your nose
this time around.

Finally complete

Minutes later 1 Also, | don't care about pogs. Or you. Or that bet. Well, well, WELL, well, well... this is g Hot long ago...
i Infact, if | lose, not only will | HOT give you pogs, L looking better and hetter by the minute. r
HAH! See, told you. Ten pogs says Mother B the next pog | see I'm going to shap in half, PURELY [IE: WOOH! Hew Samus. caf | P
Brain's lair is right hehind this door. ¥ to spite you. Now let's see what we've got here. -'.. .- ; ey . I
- *'| If you even THINK of touching it, | will

o ENDyou. And I'm not being facetious,
i when I'm done you will CEASE TO EXIST.

2. 12 b

3| = =] === = ===

0ld school

Awright, let's crack this haby
open and see what we've go-

‘ ‘ ol

T

THIS JUST IN: COMIC DELAYED
BY ONE WEEK DUE TO
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Kraidly intuition

Huh. Well, this is a rather hizarre looking
item. What are the odds it's actually good?

My intuition... it speaks to me. By
absolutely ANY means necessary,
| MUST obtain this item without fail!

Well, no time like the present to...
assumingly confirm my won bet.

VWAIT! Wait... you, you don't
want to do that just yet.

Kraid, you have exactly THREE

seconds to get to the point. One...
Screw it, surprise
attack time, just
go for the gold!

392

I feel like a lucky girl right now. What say we
try to guess what it is before | get it? 20 dollar
|:" het sound good, whoever's closest wins?

2 0K, keep calm, don't react too
guickly or she’ll know something's
up. You can't screw this up now.

Sound good? What's your guess, man?
0K, steady. We need to get her to...

*-

N
0h, Kraid... you have
got to he THE most
predictable creature
on the planet. And now,
just to piss you off, I'm
going to wait until JUST

1180-1182

That's... wow. | don't even know how to react
i to that. |feel like | should be pissed off, but

Aw crap... | didn't think this
far ahead. Come up wi-

NOOOOQQOO0O00Q0O0!!!!




Compelled

One thawing later What's yvour problem, amyway? You've

like... NEVER gone this hatshit psycho
when I've gotten an item hefore.

God | love that sound.

Theeeere we go... just another moment...

000 to DO do do do DO I... 1just felt... compelled to
0 to Hooo doooonooa get the itemn, no matter what.
What did yvou get, amavay?
O Let"s try it and find out.
'
"l'
B Pl ol el Tl Tl Tl | ol
| ] | | | ] | 1 | ] | | | ] |
A bit unexpected
Hmm... seems to be a new visor, Oh god... lcannot unsee what | just
s0 let's just switch to it and see... saw...|cannot unsee what | just saw...
50... a good thing then?
So0... what'cha seeing Samus? BACK. DEMON MONSTER!
What's the new visor do? . ..Samus? - .
L
o -: P P
[
I
- - £ £
] | | | | | ] | -.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.- i | ] | | | ] | 1 | ] | | | ] |

Nightmare scope

Avevewy. but | LIKE to smile. Well
screw you, I'll smile when | want.

| want to say it's a viewing portalto a

Oh, come on Samus. I'm no more ¥ 14 porta
nightmare world, but 1 think it's just

a demon monster than | usually am.

Mo wait, I'm not a demon at all. OR

I saw... you. | saw ALL of you.

Ugh, whatewver, I'll just avoid looking

a useless X-rayvision of some sort.

a monster. Well, kinda not a monster, - at vou like 1 alw tryto do. Let's 1

f S0... a good thing then, vo Ays wy DAMNIT

mayhe. What the hell did you see? I— j il "

= - Please never smile ever again. Ever. Just Q_Et the hell !Jutufhere a_alreadyn Give it back!
But you still never said what the item was.
.# .# Ummm... ho.
Bl ol o Pl e Tl o o Pl ol ol e ol ]
Tl o ol o ol o ] S el el e ] 1 ol o ol o el e ] S el el e ] 1 el o ol o el e ] S el el e ] 1 el o ol o el e ] I S el e el
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A cruel taunting

DAMNIT! Samus! | don't know how to remove

Aww, c'mon Samus... gimme the x-ray itt It's not a... thing... on me. 1just DO it. Samus!

[ thing. C'mon. Samus. Samus! You don't - KRAID! SHUT UP! Ok, fine, FINE! |5 " ' "
even like it! It's totally made for me! | bet Tell you what... Pl trade you this Ahhh, THERE'S that look T b ety -ranna (rade! | WANNA TRAAAAAALDE!
®-ray vision... for the high jump. of utter disappointment that ep, juuuuust let me know when you're

Mo, no, no, you‘re an idiot, no, " E 1 " tells me it finally sank in.
ho, hio, and you're SUCH an idiot. |5 ‘ DAMHN ¥OU HIGH JUMP!

ready to give me high jump, and we'll trade.

Never give up

So I'm thinking this time around, we take |20 minutes later l'__"' [ Serioush?1? You haven't moved an inch.
Aaaaahhh... that was good. But serioushy, let's the upper road at this fork back over here Ok... now, you know | never [P AN INCH! And do | even SLIGHTLY want
get a move on. Nothing left around here, so we and see where it goes. Sound like a plan? | care about your opinion, Sﬁ- to know what you're doing right now?

might as well head out and see what we can find. e I I but what the hell, let’s see HRRRRRRRGH!! MUST.
what happens. Whadidya REMOVE. HIGH JUMP
think... up, or down here? Wow. Just... just wow

Totally not holding a grudge

Ok, Kraid, KRAID! Just... stop for a minute. | #==8 w/ait a minute... now that | think of it, how the Ir- =E | mean hell! | still have that stupid odd S Ok Samus... take it easy there... breathe.
Or forever... | don't know if | can scour that fuf] hell DO you use chozo items?!? Serioushy?!? |—. number of missiles thing going on! Sure, g Besides, some good came out of this.
scene out of my head as is. How... how to - Aren"t we part of an emmalator or why the hell not, let's also hawve things not Do | even want to know?
FTLEI:SSLm':;}'ﬁfﬁﬁ;%ﬂ:?&Lﬁ:ﬂgg r something to do with Metroid thingy? wearing power suits get suit upgrades! When | strain hard enough, |
! , 0 — 1 7
to my suit. For you, it's... you, | dunno. Eh, mayhe something like can drop hombs! Wanna see’
You can't exactly remove parts of you, that. Stupid programming. Please don't come close to me.

s B B Bn e [N IO [ N I |
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Disturbing visuals

Ok, wait, let's think about this for a second. Avewwwewy. But yeah, when | was trying as But seriously, you TRIED to use it way hack
You... can actually drop bombs 17 Also, hard as | could to get rid of the high jump... A then. Why the hell would it be used now?

serioushy, don't come close to me. Asin, *shudder* THERE'S avisual | 3 TRRRRE T You have HO idea how hard | was
step back a little. Actualhy, make that a lot. didn‘t want to be reminded of. trying to remove that high jump.

..t suddenly just... happened. & Aaaaand there's that visual
: again. Thanks, thanks for that.

..That sounds wrong somehow.

[ | p | F r
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A required fix

No, seriously, check it out. I'll do it again, and Meanwhile Latent proaramming skills. don't fail me now! | 5amus! SAMUSH! | ooka what | did!
watch what happens! Hell, when you came Doo de doo... 'm hored, let's see what the Imust never allow that... that ABOMINATION to [Jl] Check it out! 1 strained reall; really hard,
hack, | wasn't even CLOSE to straining as hard guys are up t-OH SWEET MOTHER OF HELL! be seen again! Back to your house at Rllyeh and THIS is what happened! Look at it!
as when | made a homb. Turn around and watch! IS HOTHING SACRED#? All the bleach in - - ' -
- to lie with the Great Old One where you helong! Dude man, you have no idea how
Oh god, avert your eyes! There isn't the world won't wash THAT out of my eyes!!! much | do NOT want to look at

enough hooze on the planet to get whatever is going on right now.
me to see what else you'll look like. gy H

||—||—||—||—||—||—||—||—||—|l_ I_l_l_l_l_l_l_l_l_ll_ |_|_|_|_|_ . gl | =] ;Ir_ll_ll_ll_ll_ll_ll_ll_ll_l

Good enough

Ugh. There. | don't even care that | basically - " . T Ok, I WOAH! well, | didn’t expect that. How
forced a Maru Mari onto him, some things Mo, seriously Sarmus! Check it out! I'm not in the hell did you do that? How are you still

just need to be done for the greater good. trying to make a bomb, don't worry, Just look! ALIVE?!? Seriously man, does that hurt?

Oh holy GOD | need a drink. | shudder at the OK, but if you're lying, there isn't a creature Nuo, it's awesome! | dunno, it just...
inevitable nightmares in the coming weeks. alive that will ever find even the littlest piece started right now. CHECHK IT OUT!
of you once I'm finally done hlasting you.

Y'know, | wonder if it the process of
transforming looks disturhing at all.
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Never again

Umimm... you gonna bhe alright there Samus?
*HURK* Just... *gulp® just gimme a
minute. Oh sweet hell, that's possibhy
the worst thing I've ever seen. And
I'm a bounty hunter! I"VE SEEN A LOT!

OK... deep breaths... take it easy.
OK... ok, I think I'm good now.
0K, s0 you helieve me
now? About the homhs?

Yes, sure, whatever, | don't care any more.
Just never EVER do that in front of me again.

Because serioush.. if | EVER have to lay
witness to that again, nohody will ever
find any Iittle piece of you ever again.

Man, what"s with today. If I'm not seeing some
»-ray thing of you, I'm seeing a hizarre abomination
of physics and nature combining to create
something that should have no way of existing.

I guess I'm just that awesume.l

Hot the adjective | would have picked.

A quick recap

Ok, 50 wait a minute... what the hell WERE we

doing? 1swear 0 much idiotic crap has been

going on, | forgot why we were amywhere other

thank drinking ourselves stupid at the bar.
Umm... Mother Brain, | think.

Right, right, THAT thing.

Well, that's not gonna stop me from
trying. AAAAAHHH-oh, wait... right, that.

Yeah, that whole "sealed room’
thing. But no, go ahead, run into
there, don't let me stop you.

396

And how did you manage to remember THAT,
hut can't get concepts like "can't remove items’
through that vacant space you call your skull?

| dunno, why do you have so much
trouble rememhbering anything
simple like where you're going?

Mo man, it's cool. Flee into
there, whatever you want.

1192-1194

Alright, I'm totally doing it.
AlAAAAHHHHHHHHHHH!

Ok, before you say or do amything, I'd just like
to take this opportunity to say that I'd REALLY
like to he given the chance to rephrase that.

Yeah... that ship sailed long ago.
| know. Well... probabhy best that | flee now.
Won't work, but go for it.

— e S
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And just when you think somone can't
POSSIBLY get any dumber. Well, let’s see
how he likes playing "dodge the missile’.




What the hell just happened

o, Kraid, two questions for you. Was that Ugh. One,yes. And two, it's like you said, -.Oh, yeah. Iguess | could have

not the weirdest damned thing Metroid- there was friggin” nowhere to go in here. ; s jumped on the ledye or something.

thingy has ever done? And secondly, how in e Howhere to.. THERE'S EVERYWHERE [ & L@sd Dang, never thought of that one.

the hell did you actually get hit by missiles? TO GO! Amywhere in a full half of You're idiocy astounds me yet
the ROOM would have been safe! - . again, and earned you missiles.

Samus, what the hell is going on?
0K, well get up, and let's get a move 4w | don't know whether to

on. Just give up on trying to remove . ¢ 3 . he annoyed or scared,
your stupid item, so we can fina- ’ ] that's what's going on.

1195-1197 397



So close...

Yeah. Gotta say, I'm a bit
curious as to what Met-

Ok, well... screw all that,
let"s get the hell out of here.

Wrong answer

Several seconds later

*HURK* Oh god... why#? Why
would you think | meant ‘yes'#17?
Why would you have ANY of those
things with you?!? WHY?77?

Why not? K might come in hanch

&
_Ll”j:_h"’

'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_E
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*poof* & "Poof*

| mean serioushy, how the hell long were
[ we inthere? i felt like frickin® forever.
Yeah, but | was in there with YOU, so it
could have been like... a month for all | care.

E r E r E
il o el o el A e e

How could having a party hat POSSIBLY come in
handy? Or pogs? Or PLATES?'? And for the
love of christ, WHY WOULD YOU KEEP A JAR OF
MAYO IN THERE?'? HOW DID THAT EVEN FIT?!?

A pog tournament party might break out, with
food that | can put mayo on. Also, one moment.

_LL"E"’ __ﬁﬂ"“

'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_

1198-1200

OK, if you don't want me to turn these
missiles RIGHT the hell hack on, you'll
st- walt, what? Where in the world
did you just cram that stupid hat?

...l can onky FATHOM how bhad that hat will
smell in the extraordinarily near future.

You mean how AAVESOME that hat will smell!
Wanna see what else I've got jammed in there?

Aaaand since I'm currently choking hack
vomit, guess what my answer to that is.

r E
il o el o el A e e

THERE we go, that feels better. Mot that
much to shed. But hey, added bonus, my
mayo's got some added seasoning now!

*URK* Here it comes
again. Mo, why, no...

Wanna try some?
OH GOD... MUST... KILL...



A one-sided agreement

One empty stomach later

I don't know what's more disturbing...
the fact that you keep ANY of that, or
the fact that you crammed it all hack
into you... under you... | don't even Know.

What about the fact that you
seem to vomit more than you ate?
. 1

5

A horrifying concept

Hey... hey Samus...

Ugh, it's had enough that | have to put up with
hearing you hall up since it's just too damn
useful to never do, hut do | HBVE to listen to
you go on ahout it? What, what do you want?

Responsibility sucks

Umm... ok, so | gots one more thing to ask,

but I'm not sure if I'm going to regret it.
Don't you DARE transform right
now!!! Also, if you have to ask,
then yes... yes you will regret it.

You seem pretty pissed off. Why

aren't you missiling me right now?

RELATED to that... you will never, EVER do

Then we have an agreement. Now let's get the hell

ANY of everything that you just did in front | out of here. ik smells like my vomit, and you're...

of me EVER again, or | will tear off your
arms and heat you to death with them.

Do you really think you could tear off my arms?

Do you really want me to try?

Y'know that ®-ray looking thingy you
got? You should totally try looking at
me with that WHILE I'm in ball form!

HAH! Yeah I'm go- oh... oh god. Oh GOD HO!
0Oh sweet jesus, | thought you were going to
say something stupid. That's just HORRIFYING!

What? Hell, a MULTITUDE of reasons! One, I'm
saving missiles. Two, you might unball from
the impact. Three, you might enjoy it. Four,
wou might unball from the impact AHD enjoy it

Sooooo... you're saying heing halled
up is the perfect anti-missile defense?

you, and | honesthly don't know which is worse.

Hot me, | like that smell.

[ [l |
= =i i

But alright, alright, I'm coming.
Eeeehehehehe... new ahilibd

OH GOD, THAT SOUND! And PLEASE tell
me you didn't just roll through my vomit.

NOOQOO, I'm not THAT stupid.
Trust me, you probahly are.

WHYH? WHY WOULD ¥OU TELL ME THAT?!?

| honesthy think | might be traumatized just

from having contemplated the CONCEPT of it!
0Or what about WHILE I'm balling up?

WHY DO YOU KEEP TALKING?!? AAAUUGH! Well...
that's over. | can never use this power ever again.

1201-1203

Well, except if I'm not around.
THE RISK 1S TOO GREAT! | CAN'T CHAMCE IT!
But | want you to tell

DEATH FIRST! I'm only glad that |
thought it was stupid to begin with.

5. Samus? Did... did | just outsmart you?

If you EVER try using balling up as
a missile defense against me, | will
NEVER hang out with you EVER again.

Ouch. MAN, that sucks. How | have
to use my powers RESPONSIBLY! Pfft.
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Enlisting Floaty

Ok, well I've spent infinitely too | dunno Samus... she IS a big brain. That Y0, Floaty McGee. Oh HEEEEELLS yeah! Hot be killed by Samus,

much time screwing around here... means she should be able to think of a The name is actually Ste- AND get rid of the minion-crusher? You might
: really good hiding spot, and trick us, an- * as well tell me | just won free booze at Ridley’s!

‘Shutup Kraid... so | don't care if you walk, Yeah, yeah, look, we're gonna O iy Juet 2 1ide donm the side. DUT AWESOME,
roll, or grapple yvour way; let's get the hell 0, hold that thought a second. go Kill Mother Brain. Assuming yeah, let's get this show on the road.

out of here and find Mother Brain already: you enjoy living, you wanna give : Or it could be stupid
She's a giant brain, it can't be THAT hard. us a shove in the right direction? easy, that's an up't]iurlr too.
o F

Betrayed

Wait wait wait wait... just hold up a second So hey, Samus, we've been kicking around Hold up minion...

though. There's heen... rumours that you here way too long. Let's go destroy some...

slaughter anyone who helps you amaway. Take all the time you need man. Just gelatinous, red, pulsating ass. Assuming
S0000... instead of trust me, you'd a heads up though, I'm going to start Mother Brain has one of those.

prefer if | slaughter you now? firing missiles in like... 5 seconds That's more like it.
unless I'm bheing led somewhere.

Dude, you're in a JAR! All you
can POSSIBLY smell is yourself.

~shutup. God,
I miss Geruta.

= 7 7 I

Remember the important stuff

0k, 20 how long are we talking here? wiell, we were on our way to Tourian. I'm | i : Well yeah, but you're WY the hell What?1? Oh HEEEELLS no, you're not
What are the odds she's close to here? pretty sure it's past green-groundy area. Qe e, off down the wrong path. We've putting this on me. | SPECIFICALLY
She's in Tourian, where else? This ey Far gotta loop back close to blue, head Jf said that | was crap with directions.
isn'"t exacthy going to be a 5-minute trip. 3 . upwards a bit and back again. Oh, sure, NOW you have a
God damnit. Kraid, this frickin' memory. Thanks.
is all your damn fault!
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